Medicine (Gambridge}

Medicine is a muitifaceted; dynamic fisld that | wou_}d_ fike to be part of. L aman

enthusiastic learner and have @ssential qualities, which when further developed, would make me
a ragponsible and worthy pra‘ciitioner;. The deep job satisfaction and commitraent my parents
show to their medical careers has impactéd ch me ehormously and inspired me {0 bacome a
dactor. The plethora of medical fiteraturé around the house is indicative of how continuous
jsarning is.an integral part of being a doctor. This aspect, together with the empathetic and
diagnostic toles of a doctor, appeat to my personality.

Qver the past two years { was lugky to gain placements in both primary and secondary care,
\hich enhanced my understanding of applied sciences and further confirmed my-fesolve o study
medicine. G_umula'{iye{y-, | ohserved and appreciated a wide range ¢f essential interpersonal

skills, perfinent to the practice: of medicine. Shadowing a GP, 1 was impressed by how the

doctor appreached his patients and conducted: his cohsultations. Listening and talking to a

patient in a very holistic-and famiiiar way showed that there was muiual trust and respect
bet\'f;reenithem.. My experience with a Breast Unit highlighted how doctors' have to be very skilful
and able, in arder to recall from the thorough knowledge ot their specialism to apply fo

'indi'vic_iual' cases. This was very rauch demonsirated when | atiended two. MDT meetings-and the
diagnostic and. prognostic clinics that followed. Gare of a patient who needed replacement of
privately performied cosmetic implants enhanced my understanding of the complex issues of NHS
funding. Another.case of a Iady who had returned after alternative cancer therapytested the
consultant's patience, knowledge and persuasive skills for her to agree to conventional scans.

| have learnt that all doctors, bé it'at-a GP surgery or hospital, fequire the same skills of

passion and commitment fo patient centred care.

My time at:an IVE-Unit and a Research Oncology Unit emphasised the importance of new knowledge
in the development of medici;ié. Thes"e-placements_ and'at_ten_dahce-'at two médicine master da_sses
inspired me to conduct my own pers_onél research and coriiribute articles-and presentations o
school journals and societies.. The topics | covered were [VF, Herceplin Treatment for Breast
Cancer-and Passive Smoking. These projects greatly enhanced my analytical reading and writing
skifls. | enjoy reaging the BMJ and popular medical bogks such as Do No Harm and Bad Science.
| was particularly impressed by the way Ben Goldacre.critically serutinises alternative

remedies; which highlighted the importance of evidence-hased medicineio me.

1hold several positions: of"!eadership at school, the most responsibie being Vice Captain of
School, Voluhteeﬁng at a charity shop for-ning months. and my on going commitment on a
hospital ward hag enriched my cultural and sacial understanding. Having to fanage my fime

positively and productively is challenging put confinues to be enerdising and motivating.

Accomplishing the bronze and silver DofE awards encouraged meto take on.a bigger chiallenge.
My recent. expéedition as a research volunteer in the Pertvian Amazon taught me how to adjust
and adapt to an unfamitiar, demanding-envirenment and to-work with team members with differing
temperaments. Playing in the school's rugby 1stteam is both immense fun @nd therapeutic.
Working with others towards the same goal has jmpressed:on me how collaborative effort can be
very rewarding, My varied extra-curricuiar act_i_ui_'ties- enable e to think more laterally and
become more competent and confident in articulating my ideas.

My experiences so far have contributed towards my personal maturity and inculcated-In me:the
importahce of diligence, ded_ication and determiination. 1 am passionate about medicine: Thave
confidence in my stamina and.ability to rise to the demanding rigours of medical studies and

to the socially responsible.and gccountable careef that follows.
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patients whilst teamwork, as avident in.muttidisciplinary meetings, transcendaq the inthi_tions'
of ahy one doctar, Observiﬁg doctors evaluate risks versus benafits before:r__eq'uestfng




