AMES (Cambridge)

My fascinaticn with China began after reading Jung Chang's 'Wild Swans'. i was intrigued by the author's perirayal of
China compared-to my limited impressions of it, especially the rapid transformation of a country from dynastic fuls to.a
place where Coinmunism has been able to thrive. | found the depiction of a country which seems to have so many
contradictions in iis nature {o be extremely compelling,

From there | déveloped a réal interest in Mag's period of rule and its consequences, which led me to read 'Mac's Great
Faming' by Frank Dikotter. As some of the- shocking statlstms he stated have only just baen released to the public, it
catsed me to guestion how much the West really knows and understands about-China. Wanting to dlscover more-about
thls_' period; | read Sun Shuyun's "The Lehg March' alongside Adeling Yen Mah’s 'Falling Leaves'. The shocking
descriptions of the fate of early communists contrasted with the glorified accounts in other histories of these events,
‘which made me realise how the West's knowledge of Ghina has been transformed in the recent past. This was.
juxtaposed with thé moving portrait of the subsequent ramifications of this era described in 'Faliing Leaves' and so l.am
curiots 16 learm about how far China has recovered from this period, as well as how Chinese litérature was influenced
by it. My linguistic curiosity was-also aroused by réading Yen Mah's tiographical account, The. ch'apier’tities;of this book
were written in both Chinese and English, and [ was amazed.at how so few Chinese characters could translate info
such complex and beautiftl Erglish. This strengthened my ambition to learn this language.

Away from my studies, | am a member of the Japanese society at my scheol. This has allowed me to gain-a wider
knowledge and enthusiasm for learning about the iraditions and customs of East Asian society, such as the wealth of
national celebrations. | keep up-to date with current affairs in China by reading a variety of online.websites. As many
websites now transiate Weilbo commenis about news. stor_ies-,'th'i_s_ has made me aware of the diversity of issues faced.
by China today, and how.fhey are affecting the Chinese themselves. Furthetmore, having already had an interfest in
Korean and-.japa_nese popuiar culture; | have begun {6 listen to 5ome Chinese pop artists and have watched some
Taiwanese dramas, Thess reveal not only the extreme cultural changes that the Far East has been and is going
through, but also the strong American infilience on their e_n_tertainmenf industrigs. | am interésted in this-meeting of
cultures anid what the effects of this could be in the future,

‘Studying both French-and Latin at school has given me a solid grounding in the skills néeded to study a foreign
language. As well as this | have always loved learning about cultures and lang uages ctiier than my own, leading me o
gain a GCGSE shart course.in Ancient Greek and a survival level cetiificate in Russian. | furthered my Ianguage skifls by
attending a summer school for beginner languages, which has given me-a taste for leathing a fanguage at University
ievel,-and made me keen to pursue this degree. Latin‘and English Literature AS levels have also impressed upon me
the importance not only of learning a language, but also reading'its literature.

Volunteering in a charity shop for over a year has hened my communicative abiliﬁes.a_nd.l have intergcted with many
people from diverse backgrounds, making me more empathietic. As‘a Vice Captain of my school, | have also gairied

greal confidence along with responsibility and have ha_d' 1g learn how to manage my time effectively. Additionallythis
fole requires me to work with a.wide range of staff. and students, improving my teamwork and'leadership.

My future aim is to live -and work in Ching as & teacher, and so this is the perfect deg_r'ee for me, | am constantly
intifigued by.the changing face of China.and’-wo_uid love to extend this passion by studying its language and literature.



AMES (Cambridgs)

In the medern world Japan’s influence cannot be denied, from the popularity of Japanese anime to their influence on the
technology industry, Japan is a.crucial part of the modern world. After a hofiday in Japan in 2013, 1further discovered
my huge love of its culture arid history. Visiting Kyoto in partictilar was a stunning experience; with shrines. next to
-b_u_éinesse_s_. integrated into the framework of a motdem city. Japanese as.a language has grown increasingly important.
in the modern.wofld since Japan re-emerged as a superpower after World War 2. With oné of the most varied and
unusual writing-systems, Japanese provides a new challenge unlike any | have tackled before, giving me the chance to
learn-a fanguage, & skill increasingly important in the modern world.

My main interest is Japan's history, from being a nation ruled by the disparate daimyo-to a modérn superpower with the
third largest economiy in the world. 1 find the most interest in the modem history of the Japanese Efnpire and have read
around this topic with books like "Modern Japanese Society 1868 - 1994". Study in the Japanese, language wilt give me
an opportunity fo explore texts from. Japanese history first hand and discovera range of new sources of information not
accessible from available transfations. Furthermore, | am conpleting an Extended Project Qualification which not only
will furthier my history skills, but also display my affinity for Jepanese history by studying the title "Did- Imperialisr lead to
Japan entering World War 27", providing -an:opportunity to demonstrate independeﬁt.]eaming Skills from'the research
ufdertaken. This project requires me to stidy the history of Japan from the Meiji Restoration up uriil thé Pearl Harbour
aftacks in 1941, | have thierefore been able to enrich my knowledge of Japanese history further, learning in depth about
change In Japan moving inte World War 2, such as the fise of militarism and nationalism. I also have had work
published in my school's law journal on the-title "Why is the conviction rate s0'high in Japan?" leading me to further my
understanding of issues jn modern Japan and its legal system.

AtA Level | have been abla 10-study subjects from arange of areas, from Maths to Physics to History, and this has
given me a range of skills.that can be applied in many situations, Maths and Further Mattis aré two subjects that require
the constant uptake of challenging new ideas ata fast rate, and my strength.in mathemiatics shows that | figve the ability.
o understand and learm new congepts guickly, and if necessary do &xira wark to- sohdnfy my understandmg of the hew
ideas, Conversely, History has afforded me the chance to denionstrate ritical analysis skills,-developing my ability to
construct defailed and reasoned arguments, both from own Knowledge and-a farge of sources-representing a spectrum
of views. Conﬁép‘mihg__h'a's'ied me to learn a high Ieveizprogramm'ing language and many of the skills used in'learning a

programming language can be similarly applied to learning a modern Foreign language, thus giving me thie experiencé of

learning. a languagde’ from scrafch,

Quiside of school, | atterd a Japanése-mtor_, giving me the oppartunity to gain experience with the language befor a
degree; and this has required me:to develop my time-keeping skills to balance my tutor work with my studies. | also
volunteered to participate in community work organised by my school over the past year, working with year five ata
local primary schoo! ailowing me to-develop my communication skills, vital for-speaking-a new language. Furthermore,
this has given me important experience with teaching, as after my degree [ intend to train s a teacher.

Japan is an incredible country. { am extremaly excited about studying Japanese at a higher levél and relish the
opporunity to spend a year.abroad there where [ can immerse myseif in Japanese oulture, language and’ h'istbr_y'.'




Biclogy (Oxford)

| didn't seize the idea to study biclogy; rather, it seized me. [ refer to the fateful time in

ray youth when | first set eyes upon a blue tit. Everything about it fascinated me; the

contiasting colours, the behaviour, the: flight, to name a few. This.encounter sparked off my
undying Jove for the natural world, I the following years my interests broadened to -inc_iu_de
biology as a whale, but my main intefests are still nature and evoiution. Yet what draws me in

‘the mbst is: the subject's long list of undnswered questions.. Why are moths attracted to light?.
Why do whales beach themselves? Why are humans sokeen to find extraterrestrial life when so
much remaings undiscovered on Earth?-

Iy scheol | demonstrate a passion for biology siretching outside the A-level course. i

frequently aftend mmy school's Natural Sciences Society because { enjoy learning from othars
ébout' scientific matters which were pravicusly unknown fo me. | wrote an_'aﬁicle on

albatrosses for this sotiety's latest journal, -ah article on the Mediterranean monk seal for

the school academic journal and an article on'symbiosis for the scheo! magazine. Writing these
articles helped-me'to learn more about species of conservation .cohcern and understand the
degree of interdependence between species. | am also completing an EPQ-on *How have organisms
evolved to carry-dut parthenogenesis?", which is truly rewarding because my- independent
research for the project challenges the idea of as'ex’uai reproduction as an evolytionary dead
‘énd. Last Easter | attended a Biology Mastérclass at Trinity College, Oxford, where | was maost
impressed:by the diversity.of the collection in the city's natural history museum.

| am an-avid reader too, and have experience in practical conservation. Most notably | read

"The Selfish Gene" and "River Out Of Eden’ by Dawkins. The former was an eys-opener because
rhost of what | found inthis book | Had never thotight about before. | have since found

examples elsewhere supporting the selfish gene theory €.0. the foamsecreted by male Japahesé
quaif which. supposedly. increases the number of offspring they father. Such examples help me {o:
evaluate a scientific theory's credibility. In addition, the mégazine "Biological Sclerices '
Review" has reinforced key A-lével concepts and increased my wider under_siandin_g of biclogy.
Last year | attended-an RSPB conservation event at Saltholme reserve, where I worked o
habitat restoration. This setting improved my ability to interact with others, which | feel is

cricial in the world of science. Last summer | undertook an éxpedition to South Africa with
Cperation Wallacea, where | coflected data during survey work, shedding light on my possible
career route of reséarch sclentist.

Quiside the academic realm | have various hobbies. Most frequentiy | induige in birdwatching
and photography; both of which heip to increase my patience, a valuable trait for any

scientist, | fee!, | have also volunteered for my local birdwatching club. Whenever |

birdwatch, | send my sightings to the BTO.1o help them with their research and keep my own
meticulous record of the species | see each year, as | think that data sharing and detailed.
record-keeping are invaluable scientific skills. Attending a photographic exhizition by the

BWPA encouraged me o combine my passions:for nature and phiotography more suiccessiuily; as !
know that photographs can be vital to'scientific work-e.g. in trying to identify a species or
declaring a species as new 1o science.

In conclusion, | wish 1o study biology at university because | absolutely feel that no othet

course. would suit me as much as this one. Hahits such as wider reading and correspondence have
&learad paths lgading to _new-materia_[, offering an incomparable fevel of enrichment, and while-

| expect a biclogy degree 1o be uridoubtedly challenging, | believe my related habbies and
personal qualities of conscientiousness afd curiosity will aid me in my efforts to flourish in

the face of such & challenge.




Biology (Oxford).

A childhood fascination wiih the living world, sparked by afternoons spent talking 16

omniscient naturalists, instilled in me a deep passion for entomology. Delving further has
opened my eyes {0 fields such as €volutionary biology and taxonomy, _awe-i'nspiring in their
breadth, yet.érticuiate_in their attention to detail, which must so often be based upon

obiservirig nature to verify predictions, rather.than by controlled experiments. It is indeed

only through this further reading that | Hiave béen able to-appreciate more deeply such 2

unique subject area, and become certain that | wish {o study biology at the h'ighes_{ level |

ean.

| enjoyed work expérience last summerwith both the country park rangers and-the Natural
Hisfory Museum's coleopterists. Experiencing practical en__tomo!ogy was deeply gratiiying, with-
the rangers {hrough fieldwork; at the Museum through cbserving curation and identification
techniques. Whilst there | also attended & fascinating symposium on bicdiversity in Bornec,
whitgh-reinfofced far me the significance of fields such as entomology. In addition, reading
many field ghides, plus texts such as"Bugs Bfitannica’ and "The Insects" (Gulian and
Cranston), has augmented rmy confidence with naturalism; a subject which, on top of providing
basis for so much theorstical biology, is indeed of such-inherent importance’in it own right.
The YASS course | took last year, centred on '99% Ape,' intreduced mé to-evolutionary biclogy.
This synergised wéli with my personal reading, with my Extended Project GQuaiification on the
lével of selection being based around ‘The Selfish Gene,"an inspiring read. | have since
erjoyed. reading fnore Dawkins and also Gould, since ! fee! a balance between their.oﬂer_l
contrasting standpoints is important, in particular concerning issues such as the level of
selection.and the debale between punctuated equilibrium and phyletic-gradualism. | have also
found that reading Maynard Smith's ‘Evolufionary Geneticshas granied me a deeper
understanding of the subject; in particular by exploring the underiying detall behind crucial
tiological concepts, but also through familiarising me with the concepts and terminology
required to appreciate wider academic literature, which | have since found great-enjoyment in
axploring.

Within school | founded a Natural Sgiences Society in September 2011, -for which | have
puiblishid three journals, pius giving falks on insects, life itself; sexual conflict, and

evolutionary game theory. | have o_rganiéec_l weekly lecture trips.to UCL and also to conferencss
at Cambridge,-on top of arranging external speakers and a touf of the Natural History Museum.
1 have enjoyed the wider exposure to concepts throughout Science which this has afforded mg,
giving me a more holistic appreciation of ideas, sométhing | value highly. | have also
consequently been given many opportunities to-take leadership roles and show.initiative, which
were tested again on my World Challenge expedition fo Botswana and Nemibia. Equally
importantly, |feel that writing independently on many biclogical fopics, and attending a
substantial number of leciurés, have been‘-valual_jle ‘preparation for a biclogy degree; 1 have
reinforced these skills as well as my enthusizsm through a residential biclogy master class at.
Trifity Collage, Oxford. | have also played chess and debated for the school fora number of
years, learning how 10 think quickly, phrase arguments clearly, and respond well unider high
presstre - for instance through competing in Miilﬁeldln’te'rnat_i’pnal Chass competition several
times, and in regional debating and public speaking competitions.

As a subject whith has never ceased fo caplivate me, studying biclogy at university is a life.
‘ambition. Irideed, whilst it would be the completion of 6_ne g'o'_al, it would open the doar i so
many more; | have relished studying biology at avery level thus far, and fee! certain that

this will always be the case,




Chemistry (Oxford)

A brief mention of graphene in an otherwise ordinary school assembly is why am [ inthe
position of wanting to dedicate the. heX‘t few years of my life to study chemisty. ltwas a
discussion about graphene's potential to improve the process of desalination that led'me to
researching the material and other exam'pj_leé:of how chemistry based résgarch is producing
‘ingenious solutions fo serious problems socisty faces, Since then my inferest in Chemistry has
increased exponentially and | have become strongly motivated to continue the subject beyond
the A level course.

This had led me to- expand my knowledge of certain areas of the' subject that were mentioned in
the A—Ie\;ei.cpurse. Which 1 athieved by reviewing books _s_ubh “Why chemicals raactions happen?
A book | found very engaging as.it intreduced me to more complex theery on topics such as
atomic and molecular orbitals. Using molecular orbitats to explain why for example

nucleophiles atfack certain bonds in-a'structure gave'me a greater undetstanding of why
particularreattions had their specific-outcomes. Furthermiore, | was introduced to the useof
quantum mechanics and wavéfunc_tions. in chemist_'ry' and | was fascinated to see how they dre used
to describe electron distribution. The book was my first experience of theory beyond the
A-level-course and | found it to be far more compelling {han.-anyihing | had previgusly

studied. Consequently, this strengthened my opinion that pursuing. a degree in. Chemistry would
allow me study a subject 1 was passionate about.

Another piece of wider academic literature | found useful was 'Renewable energy: Power for a
sustainable future.' | chose fo read this book as | had developed. an interestin certain

related topics such as the use of organic-cheriistry in developing alternative fuel sources,

The book feiterated the value of studying chemistry as # offered me an 'ihsight""td the vast

range of careers available in the sustainable energy industry alone. Additionally a-course

that gives me the option.to use the knowledge learn to _i'm_prove the way in which-the
enviranment is treafed aven in a minar way is anéther major reason why | find the opportunity
fo study chemistry.so appealing.

On the-other hand I understand how demanding pursuing. a-degree in Ghemistry can be. Therefore,
| try to involve myself in other activities than the necessary academic work. | vciunteer ata

local charity for séveral hours during weekends which has taught me the importance of being
organised. Furthermore, | try to expand my kriowledge on certain areas of Chemistry by-taking
partin‘a natural science society, participating in wider reading and attending public

lectures, | try to keep busy to prove to myself that 1'will be’ ableto handle the demands of
further education.

I believe | am:ready for the change that comes with attending university and | am also eager

to éxperience the independence both academically and socially that is associated with further
education. Te.conclude. considering how fascinating | find chemistry, the various gkills ( will
jatt_a'in and conseguently the vast range of career options.that will be available t6 me, 'would
grea{!y appreciate the opportunity of studving chemistry exclusively..







Econoemics (Cambridge)

The'way Economics acts with and against Pdlitics is one of the definingfeatures-of how, our
society works, This process has always fascinated me and.| hape to-explore it further while at
univarsity:

One aspect of the subject that particularly interests me is Development Economics, especially
in relation to Africa. During'the recerit summer holidays, | was fortunate encugh to. be part of

a World Challenge e'xpediﬁ_on team; this enabled me-to experience four incredible weeks
travelling through southern Africa. As well as teaching me a lot about problem soiving,-
teamwork and commitrrient, it aléo deepened my interest in the impact of foreign ifitervention on
the African condifion, This was the basis for ari EPQ which considered how Western powers!
economical, political and even philosophical deolagies can havé far reaching consequences. |.
develcped this further by reading books such.as."he Botterm Billier’ by Paul Callier, as well

as Wsllram Easterly's*ThHe White Man's Burden , which-offered an interesting explanation of
how-and why foreign aid has failed to significantly improve African underdevelopment. This has
ied me{o believe: that, despite selfless efforts by bath multilaterai and bilateral agencies,
policies such as the conditionality of the (MF's loans and high agriculfural subsidies in
developed countries cah only damage African d'evelopment

The involvement of China as the emergmg superpower in Africa and indeed across the world is
also something that intrigues me and | am Iocking forward to engaging with it in my- uriversity
studies. Dambisa Moyo can offen be seen as a divisive: figure when itcomes to her ideas about
the Tailures of Western aid in Afidca and the need'to gramatically reduce it; however, she is
also one of many cormimentators who notes that China's hunt for resources will continue to
impact greatly ori the development of the continent.

In addition to being our school's Econoinics Prefect, 1 am involved in the Palitical Economy
Society, where receri taiks have included how Belgitim managed to-reduce the impact of the
warsening giobal economy after 2008 by failing to eleci & government. The A-Level teaching of
the. Macrc captured my. attention, fooking at the govemment‘s role i in managing objectives. |
found Ha-Joon Chang's '23 Things They Don't Tell You About Gap_itahsm- a great contrasting
view to the.currcilum as it challenges several mistaken béliefs of the free market today.
Economics does play a-key role i in‘my school life; however, | feel that my other subjects also
complement my-chosen university course well, Mathematics is of course. integral to the workings
of Economics (as well as providing & good hase for formal logic), while History has suppiied
valuable essay, Judgement and ¢comiriunication skills.

As well as my acadermic interests, { have also beei a part of my school's Cricket-and Rugby
first teams for.a number of years which have both bielped me develop good téamwork and
communication skills. After being fnvolved with my local cricket team for quite-a while, {

found helpingto caach the: younger players can be just as rewarding, and have recentiy
completed my first coaching. coursé successfully, | am also grade five on the, Fiute and.
participate in the Greenwich Youth Band, Although taking partin these activiiies as well gs.
school responsibilities requires good time management, they-are an. enjoyable part of life
outside of school and ! am Iooklng forward to using the opportunities at university to

continue with music-and’ sport especially, as well as university life in general.

| f_eel that through hard work, 1 will be able to make full use of my time at universify to
develop'my skills. and ideas, |- am keen fo learn as.much as possible in order to inform my
understandmg of how the world works with regards o Economics: Abbve alf, [ am eager to use
university as-a-change for a more :ndependent form oflearnmg in the subject that i’ enjoy

most.




Egonomits (Cambridge)

Thé graat econamic probiem of infinite wants and scare rescurces is evenh more pd‘tgnant foday.
Dueto a rapidly increasing population and greater demand for r_esources-frc_am developing
coufiries, a solution is n_e:eded; Th'is_ huge challenge, identified by Malthus, drew mefo
Et:o'nomié's and was addressed in 'Prosperity without Growth'. Th'ou_gh | think that further
innovation will aliow the world's population to-continué to grow and become more affluent, |
agree with Tim Jackson ‘that this will require a Keynesian govarnment stimulus in most major
economias, with large scale investment'in green technology to'increase efficiency. This has

the potential both to end tha recess_'jon"and'all_cw the world economy to contintie to grow within

its ecological limits.

The continent of Africa will be the sourge of much of this increased demand in the future. |
read Pau! Cdllier's book The Bottom Billion' and | found it particularly i'nteresting to

discover that his ideas on aid were very different to Dambisa Moyo's whdse leciure on Africa
| attended. | disagree with Moyo:that aid is damaging'to Africa because whilst it has been
mismanaged-in the past, it could make a large difference if it were bettertargeted, Although
aid alone will not be able to solve the complex problems of these coufitries, | think that more
aig should be given with & long-term view: of increasing stability in post-conflict situations.
This_"should.inc].ude more technicat aid, whiich could provide the skills and experiise to.
support countries as they.undergo reforms, as advocated by Paut Calligr.

Although | had an interest in Ecoriomics long before starting my Adevels, studying the subject
“n a formal environment hias confirmed my desire to take it further. In the course, i found
exchange rates and their effe_cts at all parts of the. econamy paiticularly fascinating. 1 read
several articles in 'The Economist' about China's manipulation of their exchange rates and. how
this has increased.their advaniagé over other cotntries in _the-manuf_acturihg sector, This has
‘enabled them to sustain rapid growth through the creation of manufacturing jobs; though itis.
clear thai they are already Ibsing their comparative advantage to countries with lower labour
costs, | enjoy Mathematics, an important skill for all economists; particularly stafistics,

and | hope that | 'can davelop this strength through' my-study. of Econcrics. | pagsed.an Open
University course, "An Iritroduction to Finance', in which 1 studied the banki'ng_ system-and th_e
banking crisis. This independent study at a high level demonstrates my-essay writing skills,
which would ‘be critical in an Economics degrae.

At schoot | attend Political Econorny Society and Debating Society. | was in a team Hiat won

the Sixth Form débaling cup. At the'regional Model United Nations my team represented Poland
and we were highly commended. This highlighted the contrasting needs. for the United Nation_s of
different countries, During my.study of German, | have taken part in two exchange programmes,
on which |'was abie to improve my speaking skills and learn mos about Garman culture. My
gxchange family's views, that Greek profiigacy was to blame for Greece’s current problems,

were fascinating. | was also'a German ‘buddy’, helping.a pupil through his GCSE, and.|-have
begun coaching for the 11+ outside school, I'am a very keen chess player, and have played for
my county, at both aduit and juniorlevel, my schoo! and my club. { am now. captair of the

schoot {eam; a position that has helped me 'to:déve!op-t’eamwork[and leadership skills,

Econamics is a truly stimulating subject and 1 have reali_'y enjoyed my Alevel course as well
as the wider re_ading I have done: | really look forward to the chailengé of &n E¢onorics

degree..




Engineering {Oxford):

With Aindsight, my initial fascination with modelling and créating minjature versions of
interesting machinés was probably an early sign of what was to become a-long term interest,
‘the choice of my university degree and, hopefully, the basis of a highly rewarding career.
Designing and-building a -rﬁiniature_cab_ie' car from:scratch 'gave me experience of- gears and
motors, the undempinnings of a wide range of propuision systems. This interest has grown into
an enthusiasm for the processes behind jet engines-and othermachines, and a desire to. study
enginegring at'a higher level.-

A great deal of knowledge of mechanical engineering comes from my physics, maths, and
chemistry A levels, and leaming about how forces affect pariicles has ‘been a highlight.
However | hiave supplemented this with background reading of atithors such as Klals Hunecke.
Through reading his book "Jet Engines: Fundamentals of Theary, Design and Operation” | have
gained an awareness of how designs can be-aitered over time fo improve efficiency. For
example, the combustion chamber of a gas turbine engine has evolved from a can-type design to
“the annular-type employed .to_day. This has brought-a 25% reduttion in weight as welt-as much
improved circumferential pressure equalization. with corresponding performance benefits..

My Extended Project Qualification is based around finding the bést engineering soiution to-
redlice strain on London's tranisport network, and has allowed me-to target a2 well-known
natnonal Issue froms an englneenng perspective. In doing this | have broadened my interest in
the subject from the largely mechanicaf - how and -wh_y things happen -1o a concem forthe
ethical, environmental and practical-dilemmas that engineers.such as Brunel have faced while
working on-large scale projects, The qualification alse gave me a fantastic’ opportumty to
develop my independent résearch skills:

This summer ! was forfunate enoughi 10 take part in work experience with WorieyParsons, which
gave me-g valuable-insight into the roles of engineers of diffarant: dlsclphnes when designing

cll rigs and chemical plants. As well as gaining a broader understandmg of al! branches of
engingering, |-was also ablé 6 develep my own. skills. Working in ateam | studied-the
mechanical features of bikes to select the design that best fulfilled my client's criteria, |

then presented my findings 1o the group, giving me practice in communicating idéas to a large
number of people. Buring the experience [ was also challeriged to find the best'way to build a
pipeling across a fiver. After considering many options. it turned out ! had'ignorad the nearby
bridge that the pipé could have been mounted to at. A significantly lower cost, This experienca
impressed upon'me-the importance of considefing all possibiliies when facad with-an
engineering challenge. Hopefully my forthcoming week with Capita Infrastructure will further
deveiop my understanding of the engingering industry.

‘Outside school | also have extensive non-academic interests. | represent Globe Rowing Ciub,
Londan Youth Rowmg, and Royal Greenwtch Ira variety of sculling everits. My medals have
inclyded Gold at'the 2013 London Youth Games in the-coxed dotble sculls. Training with-the
squad throughout the year, up to 5ik days a week, has enabled me fo develop my tirie managemsnt
skills and |mproved my ability to work effectively in a team. These are both-useful qualities

for an engineer. | also fook partin a four week World Challenge axpedition to Thailand in the
summer of 2014. Leading the feam for four days involved orgamsmg twenty teenagers through a
trek and crucial planning. period; so was & great challenge for my communication skills.

At schoal, my membershlp_o_f {he Physics and Engineering society has exposed me to the wide
range.of opportunities this subject has to offer, and | know that studying engineering at
university will aliow me to pursuée what is both.a diverse, ever changing subject, and a
captivating hobby.




Engineering (Cambridge)

Five. of the gight Millennium Development Goals set by the United Nations are directly refated
to chemical engineering. Frofiteradicating poverty and hunger'to combating diseases and
ensuring environmental sustainability, chemical enginéering has hugde potential to solve real
life problems and improve the lives of-millions. | am keen ta study for a degree in chémical
engineering 16 gain. the tools to tackle these challenges through the development and
applicatioh of my abilities int maths, science, prablem solving and innovation. | have enjoyed
studying heat-and energy transfer as part of my A level chemistry céurse and. am enthusiastic
to study thermadynamics in-an engineering cantext. Applying thermadynamic principies to
increase efficiency and reduce the cost and environmental impact of processes particularly

excites me.

My desire fo read chemical e_ng'i'n_eering was confirmed by a broad-based enginesring Headstart
course at Manchester Universi'ty' in July 2012. The waorkshops were real first year university
tasks gind | found them extremely interesting as | could use my problem s_oiving'skiilsto
proposea solution. One task invelved puriping water from _qne-contéiner to ancther and my team
excelled in developing a fully functioning system which was-cbst-ef_fecti_ve, efficient and

could drain fully. The potential to enginesr such projects inte large scale processes, Tke
providing clean water sources, drives my interest in che_micaf-eh’giheering. .

During & week of engineering work experience at BP in 2010, | researched the-process of
extracting cil and gas from subsea reservoirs and ifs subsequént transformation into usable
‘energy, My task was to slze and selecta gas turbing generator systerm for an offshore
production platform by assessing the anticipated electrical demands on the facility. in mzking
my recommendation, | considered capital cost-and cperatir_zg efficiency as we_!'l as safety and
‘environmental issues. | despened my technical knowledde by consulting with experts in
electrical and offshore engineering. At the end of the week, | délivered a well received miti
media presentation.and was awarded with the Brifish- Science Association Silver CREST award:

During Year 12, |.have-participated i the Young Enterprise scheme. Amongst many.competitors,
my.presentation was influential in- my team's selection t6 represent the schoo!; [ led the

marksting and product d_eve'loprnen_t for the team and desigried and produced.sus"tainably sourced
cufiinks, memory sticks and Christmas decorations. | utiiised various manufacturing methods
including cutting Chiistmas. decorations from acrylic using computer-aided.design soffware o
programme a laser cutter. My team advanced from the local final to reach the regional final,

Participating in sport is & passion. | developed Ieadership skills thraugh captaining. both-my
school and club cricket teams-in all. age groups. These skills have been put to use and further
developed by coaching a local primary school football team. aleo rlay football for & [ocal
team, reaching the U17 cup final tast season. | am an acoomplished musician and recently
achieved a merit in grade 8 vidlin performance. | have used my mi)sici_anship o feach myselfto
play the drums, acoustic guitar-arid bass guitar and play in a rock hand. Having achieved the
Bronze and completed all sections for the Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award, |.am now planning
for the expedition section-of the Gold award..Participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Award has
imp‘rov_e_d' my team working and practica} probléim sdivin’g__' skills,

| attriooking forward to studying chemical engineering in an J'ntel'ltj'actu_ally challenging
envirenment where [ will deveiop:skills that will have a positive impact on real life issues:




English (Oxford)

Studying English has introduced me to a rich and varied world of ideas and possibilities. }

now intend to continue this journey af university, so that | can expand and build on the
foundations that school and my owi reading arid inferests have helped establish. To borrow from
Heaney, | want to "dig' more deeply into'the soil of the subject.

As my's'tud_ies"have progressed, | have developed greater sensitivity to text and context,
learning to build an argument through the close analysis of languags, form and structure and
to complement it with historical inquiry ahd awareness. Unpicking the language and plot of
Jekyll and Hyde is:like unpicking the séams ot Victorian sdciety and looking under the mask of
civifisation. '

| have always read widely and my interests have led me from the. early Anglo-Saxon world of
Beowulfto the post-colonial Africa of Chinua Achebe, but what delights me as‘much as the
differences between these works are often- the similarities that they throw up. The voiceless,
alien threat to. society that Beowulf confients drew some distinct parallels with the colosial
encounters described in Things Fail Apart, This led mie to consider how.a society presents 'the:
other' through its fiterature and this is one of the thémes | have chosen {6 explore within my
EPQ. '

 consider myself fucky to have encountered a variety of Jiterary experiences from an early

‘age but as my tastes have changed | find myself striving to shampen rmy tools of analysis and
develop a wider Knowledge -of theoretical practice. Eagleton's Literary Theory: An Introduction
‘encouraged me.to ask fundamental questions about what literatiire:is and How it works, the-
different thearies and discourse giving critica__l' insights Into how we see the world. Reading

this and Suthefland's shorf essays in Is Heathcliﬁ'A'Murderer? has inspired me _t_o-_que_stioh
more deeply the rélationship between literature and.our world,

The sixth form has reinforoed. my interest in language and literature'and | have. particularly
enjoyed the seminar style discussions alongside the oppcr_turiii_ies te fonm my own
interpretations of texts in essays. My studies in French and Latin have enriched my enjoyment
of English by enhancing my linguistic. awareness, paying close attention o the complexities of
grammar and the subtleties of franslation, and 'exﬁa'ndin_g the.map of my literary and cultaral
knowledge,

1 am a keisn member of iy school's Theatre Society which aranges outings to.a. range of fririge.
and mainstream productions. At school | have aiso-directed and staged plays by Synge- and
Brecht. These helped me engage with texts as performances, challenged my organisationat
abilities and aided my skills of cornmunication, This year | have taken responsibility for
organising St Olave's Cultural Evening,.an ntertaiiing mix of poetry, music and dance that
celebrates the diversity of cuifures and social backgrounds within our schodl. | ehjoy acting
‘and have tried my hand at wiiting a short play at a series of workshops.run through the
Natiohal Theatre. My study of litefature is inseparable from my interest inthe craft of

writing and one of ry great pleasures has beén to develop my own poetry blog.

| chair the Liter_aiure and Phi!qsophy _Sodietie-'s at school, which hava both proved {o be
‘poptilar forums for some lively discussion and talks. The wide. ranging topics.and gxchanges
‘with collesgues have helped broaden my knowledge base and develop my aptitude for crifical
‘thought and-argument,.alf of which feeds back into my study of literature.

‘Outside of school, ! have a paper round and voluntéer at a focal Oxfam bodk shiop. | have:
represented my school for rugby and fives-and enjoy swimming and cycling. As an enthisiastic
musiclan I performin & band and enjoy a range of music from Debussy to Taiking Heads. } also
have a strong Interest-in othef elements of cuiture such as art and film, an engagement which

| feel supplements my study and love of Iit_er_atur_e‘.




English {(Cambridge}

My interests are i_i_t_'up__ by literature - prose and verse encompass &verythinig that has

happened, is happening. and could ever be imagined. Literature is colourful, creative and

abstird out all about rea! life. While reading can be an -escape‘from.reality, narrative can be

‘used io.explore issues and complex ideas..

Literature is an art; its construction, context, intricacy and the response. it-evokés inspire

me to create something myself. It would be a privilege to study further something that makes

me happy.

‘Buying "The Ninth Life of Lotis Draxat ten-confirmed my interest in the power of narrative,
introducing me to mulfi-narrative perspectives. If revealed a world outside my own experience,
apening my eyes-to.a sophisticated style that made me reflect and question the refiabifity of

‘the narrator. It triggered my scepticist and suspicion biit encouraged my tolerance and empathy
~alerting me to the truth that there aré many ways. of seeing the world.around us.

This was reaffirmed when studying "Enduring Love": Realising Joe Rose’s obsessional
rationalism presented a distoried view of love made me reflect on the distortion that the

novel, as-a-form, brings to representation and, in tum, encouraged me to read E.M. Forster's
"Aspects of the Novel".

Science- fiction's fantastic imaginative force captivates me - and [ enjoy watching the theme-
played out, from Miranda's 'brave new wofld' fo Aldous Huixley's version of the bréve' future:
Whils, visifing Venice, Florence and Figsole made me understand the inspiration thal the

ltalian Grand Tour provided to Keats. in 'Ode 1o a Nightingale'.

Seeing the pediments at Qlympia has made me appreciate how stories were told-before they were
written down,.Homer's "The lliad” and Virgil's "Aeneid"” have developed my close reading skills
and contextual understariding, complemented. by reading Heaney's:"Hercules arfid Anta‘é_us"' and
seeing the National's production:of "Antigone”.

The influence of Classical Literature pervades my studies most obviously in Yeats and
Shakespeare, Visiting the amphitheatre af Epidauros, seeing the brokeii artefacts, refined my
understahding of the power and longevity of literature.

| aspire t0-be & writer/director and texts studied for'Tﬁeatre‘_'S_tudies have encouraged me o
think about how they translate to performance and recaption theory. The theme of persecufion
in "Death and the Maiden," "Ki_ndert_ransport" and "Our Country's Goad" made me.éxplare Agard's.
“Flag", Hardy's “Drummer Hedge”, '-'S!_a’ughter House 5" and "The Book Thief" - a text | was
infroduced fo through World Book Night 2012,

As Creative Director in a sehool production of Macbeth my Intérpretation was strongly
influenced by the RSC's production of "The Tempest” and "The Taming of the Shrew" 'a'lo_ng_side
Hytner's "Hafnlet" from The National, Modern political productions like "Saved" and "Posh”,

with their complex layering, have chalfenged me to think differently.

My Personal Investigation far A2 art has been exploring narrative in response.to Ovid's
Me{amcrphoses.- Creating a portfolio has inade me appreciate the connections authors make; for
example the thematic concerns in Austen's "Emma" and "Pride and Prejudica",

| was proud to-win the "Postry Livel” competition 2011 and perform'my poem atthe 2012 event
where.| met John Agard and Simen Ammitage. | hiave written a play for NT "New Views", giving me
more experience of the fréedom and frustrations: of practical writing and run a K83 Drama Clib.
As Senior Prefact | have to juggle my acaderiiic commitments with-school responsibilities. | am
Nethall Captain and wotk part fime atWaitrose,

-As an enthusfastic, reliable and difigent student I am keen to pursue. my love of literature as

a stepping stone foa career as a writer.




Geography {Oxford)

As a rate, we régard-our greatest atiribute to bé our rationality, yet we continue {6 suspend

this whan confronted by the challenge of anthropogenic climate charige. Our society has notyet
developed effective political, economic or social structures fo tackle the type of complex
compromises required to make a difference. A muiltidisciplinary perspective-is crucial in order

to contribute to the study, the mitigation and the practical debate regarding climate change.
Geography offers this holistic.approach to study'the relationship between our civilisation-and
our garth,

The New Sclentist, and most recently delving inte Naomi Klein 'This Changes Everything', has
awcken my sense of moral duty to explore the issue-of climate change. Klein exposes climate
change as an issiie foundad on the inedquality of caplialism. Her holistic approach to the issue

is thought-provoking and has inspired me to direct my Extended. Project Qualification title
towards exploring the féciors.that"shape peoples' attitude to climate change. Daniel
Kahneman's:collection of research entitied *Judgment under Uncertainty” offers psychological
explanations 16 the public's often passive and indifferent attitude to climate change,

additionally if introduces the heuristics used in decision making, and the prevalence and

scope of biases in our thinking. In addition, | recently attenided an LSE public lecture
discussing-international cooperation and climate change, where experts in their field 'shared
their view on the efféc_;tiveness' of government mitigation. policies to combat global warming.

The Inteflectually stimulating presentation highlighted political agendas as the largest

ohstacle in taking progressive steps to mitigate climate change. Yet i feel thie climate change
debate needs to evolve, the agenda needs to revolve around facilitating change and motivating
the. implermentation of practical solutions.

Spending three years in South Africa meant | experienced a couniry at a different stage of
development to the UK, It is evident that the country is still haunted by the scars.of

apartheid, evident by the inequility of wealth and:sacial injustice. By voluhteering. in-iHe

Mount Mariah orphanage, siﬁ:ated in 2. Durban township, | worked with families whoweré in véry
different situations to.myself, only then did ) truly grasp the hardship of poverty. This-has
ignited my interest'_.i_'n'the_ polifics of development,

My other A2 options, Physics ahd Maths, complement the arialytic areas of Geography, especially
when synthesising and evaluating statistics and figures. It has enabled me to approach complex
researéh findings appropriately and iogically; especially the §1 and 52 modules in Maths, They
have developed my statistical skill set; useful when reviewing research, idenfifying trends

and drawing conclusions from numerical evidence.

As-a keen athlste, | dedicate 10-hours.a week to playing netball, representing my club and
region at many national events. My participation in.competitive level spoit has enriched my

skill 5t in leadership, time management and team work, having captained my regional, club-and
school team. ! rétognise what-a team néeds, ofterv it is ot & canventional leader, one who
directs and gives order, but Instead- a motivator especially through times of exhatstion &nd
hardship. Players are constanily subjected to criticism and fesdback, which has:deveioped my
resilience, and | recognise its pivotal role in-any learning process.The role of CEQ in my

Young Enterprise group enabled me to further develop these-crucial skills, leading us to win
best presentation at _{hé district finals.

Geography takes a mii'_l'ti~dis_ciplinary perspective that enahles the subject to amalgamate
seemingly incongruent issues into.a common playing fleld; it is the thread ‘that combines the
poles. This diversity drives my curiosity and passion for the subject and | eagetly await to
further my geographical studies through intellectual challerige and debate, . .




Geography {Cambridge)

My enjoyment for Geography stems from. the rany family holidays to my. grandparents’ bungalow.in
Frinton on-Sea in Essex as-a young child. It was there that my grandfather's passion for

Geography was passed on te me duringourlong conversations aboiit coastal landformis and the different eng

projects such a§ the introdustion of a riprap barrerin the area to

prevent furthier erosion of the coastline and {0 save the S88Is and Naze Tower from the sea .
This enthusiasm for the subject has only grown during my studies in secondary education,
particularly mofe- recently at A level.

Over the last year, | have found myselfthoroughiy engaged by how issues such as global
warming, earth_quake_s- and tsunamis have an-&ffect on populations both at the time of eventor

in the-aftermath. Television coverage of large catastrophes, such as'in Haiti and Japan, have
-engaged and stimulated my thoughts on how the natural world affects humanity. Despite my
initial fascination for Physical Geogtaphy, | have become increasingly ergrossed in the human
side of Geography during my A- Level studies. | have especially "enjoyed. our work on

pro- natalist and anti-natalist. pohmes such as those in China and Iran, along with the

iplications on the age of the population and how this affects’ the dependency ratio-and the
sérvices provided in these areas. Through.my exploration of coUrses, i have faund that BA
Geagraphy provides:a diverse programme which will continue to-deepen my interest.and
ur:d'ers'tandihg of how important Geography is in the world tociay _Thus, this has stimuiated my
exc1tement at the prospect of studying Geography at university.

This year, my coursework fieldwork tripto Malham Tarfi in Yorkshire presented a great: insight
intd How geography works in the empitical world, allowing me to apply geographical principles
that | had lsamt. Although our main.focts was on how river variables chapged downstream l
found great. interest in the differing development of the area from urban to rural and the

affacts this has on the area and how this is assessad through developrnent indicators. | have
also been interested in {he development of the high streét, looking athow, services provided
have changed over the last few decades. | have recently. attended extracurricuiar lectures to
further my knowledge on topics in both human and physical-geography- ‘putside the curriculum
including a talk on ‘Population-and the fiture and | intend to go to talks in the future: W|th

the Geographical Society. This experience- has cemented rhy passion far Geography in general,
-dlong with my. chuice to study it-at university.

Away from Geography, | have compieted two work experience. placements, the first at CBRE where
| worked for two weeks learning abott comiercial property which improved my mapping and sample
analysis skills. Seconidly, at 8 J Berwin where | was introduced to different aspects of law,

From both of these experiences | have greatly enhanced | my communication and.ahalytical skills,
my ahility to work well under pressure and my ability to approach issugs from mulfipie:
perspectwes Furlhermore | have voluriteered at a Save the Children charity shop for just

over & year which has improved my confidence. and ry ahility to werk efficiently, | also have &
great interest in travelling and have recéntly wszted Canada where | had the opporfunity to

see Niagara Falls, and Massachuseits where | fook particular interest in the Enalish pilgrims

on the Mayflowerwho produced the. first instance of a democratic soGiety in'the ‘New World'.!
am a hard working, confdent and well rounded-individual whiich has been reﬂected in my
appointment as an academic prefect. | afn extremely excited at the-prospect of exploring new
interests and wideninig my passior and knowledge.of Geog raphy d ijriﬁg_ my uridergraduate studies.

ingering




History - Anclent & Madern (Oxford)

Begmmng with-a fascination with hls‘rorzcai tales and the deeds of great men as a young boy,
which progressed into an interest in military history, especially the campaigns of Marius,
Caesar and Napoleon, 1 have developed my interest in history, whrch_ grew with time l_ntq
enthusiasm for studying the politics _Eehind'warférg, lndependéntly Vhave logked carefully at
the'history of Fifth.Century Athens and First, Century Rome, as well as the more modarh.
Napo!eonib era and'the finks between them - from Napoleon's emulatien of the ancient world in
his milii_a_ry and politics to his use of anclent symhalisin. The further study of history has
“the greatest appeal to me, and the vast'breadth of a subject that underpins .our modem warld
has ehsured the development of my inferest over the years as | have read.more widely and my
‘gaze.has shifted. The politics of Athens and the gradual organic creation of the political
system-in Conjunction with the perceptions of ideal ruiing systems present throughout history
is a-current focal point of my studies, inspising my EPQ on how far the politics of the modem
world and the underlying ideologies differ from tHose prior to-the 'defmise’ of democracy.in
Athens - a question that allows me to study-in.depth interconnections of the modérm.and
‘ancient worlds,

Separated by land and sea, | became interested as to why two superpowers of the Fifth Century,
Athens and Sparta should have different types of government, and in the contrast of
democratic and undemgocratic elements of Sparia --to which end my reading has focused on
Aristotle's ‘Constitution of.Athens” as well as Xen_aphon the Orator's and the 'Politeia’ of

the Spartans. | have also compared Plato's 'Republic with "The Communist Manifesto’ ta try fo
understand more thorolighly the relatiohship between theory and practice, and through rny
reading of Geofirey Ellis' excellent "Napoleon (Profiles in power} | have expanded my
knowledge of his own very much _p_ersqn_afised ‘system of power.

My reading ot Athéns and Sparta and ‘his unique position as.the "Father of Histary" for his
methods and research ied:me to Herodotus; through reading "The Histories' | b_D_lh‘ delved into
the incredible sucoass of the Greeks in overcoming their existerics as & patchwork of
individual chauvinistic city staies to defeat the Persian empire, and the potential effect of

the alternative: lost demogratic culture; an Immeas_u_rably impoverished legacy inherited by’
Rome and by extension modermn Europe that would lead to a vastly. different world. These
recurring key points.of potential diversion in history ate a significant aspect of why | find

histary so uniquely interesting.

To f_ur_t_her-_my study of the ingredients-. of our warld today | examined the origins of Istam,
reatting Torn Holland's 'In the- Shadow of the Sword", ard in reading around it ! was especially
interested to come across crificism of his work by Glen Bowersock that siammed his “ignorance
of current resgarch and lack of linguistic and historical acumen®, His criticism of this book.
demonsirated to me not just the importance of peer review in history but the constant
intellectual debate raging around certain key topics.

Within school | have:spoken at Clagsics sociaty, written. for History Sociaty magazine andrun
and participated in Lower and Upper School Debating, giving me-an understanding of formulating:
~a concise and logical argument. | completed Diike-of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver and undertogk
Worid Chalienge: planning and raising £3800 to fravelto Africa, while raising £2000 for

charity. | have also been a keen. member of the History Society and Political Economy Soclety
and through these have gained a wider_perspecttve of historical events arid the: skills needed
to e_vaiuafe them: especially useful when considering the deu_rel'o_prnent of the pelitical process
aver the centuries and the influences of the anciénf- world on it, and Have been able to pursue
‘a subject that is both an academic-discipline and. 2 fascinating hobby,




History —Ancient & Modern (Oxford)

On my visit io Cuba last.summer, it was the country's history that miost atiracted me; the
erumbling colonial Spanish colonnades canfrasted so bizarrely with the 'oid American coupés -
this juxtaposition sparked a series of historical connections in my wider reading that Ras
cermentad my desire to study History at university. The Spanish-American War preseénted ifself
as a singularly fascinating area for study; |mmenseiy poputar at the time, it was emblematic.

af the fate of both the old ‘and the new world in the 20th Century.

The different historical interpretatiots of the war betwéen Spain and the USA proved ripe for
comparative enquiry. The conflict was perfect for any historian with & drum-tg beat; Zinn
paints the pictire of a‘hapless America dragged into-an évil war by evil milionaires and-evil
journalists; O'Togle presented ‘An American Epic' - a tale of governmental incompetence and
individial heroism; Brogan sees it as the USA inevitably filing the void left by a no longer
expanding British Empire, During my reading of this conflict, ! read What Is History by EH
Cair - which heightened my understanding of these contradictory histories; Zinn évidently:
reflecs the historical view of a sotiety still reeling from'the atrocities of Vietnam,
subjunctively longing fora world where America had retained its glorious isolatmn Brogan on
the other hand reflected a worldview with Chinia, rather than Soviet Commanism dominating the
herizon - an apologist for American Imperialism in light of the declirie of the West.

Whitst [ was reading-about the Spanish American War and the rise of the Ametican Empire, |

began o notice some simifarities to my reading of Ancient History « In-undertaking the EPQ, |

chose the. questlon “T'o what extent was the growth of Empiré résponsible for the.downfall cf
democracy-in Ancient Rome?” | could see historiographical paraligls between Roman.and American
expansion; those thal saw Rorme inevitably filing the vacuum left by a declining Gregk Empire
confrasted with those that saw the growth of Ermpire as an expression of Roman values, the
militaristic state inevitably conquering its neighbours. These parallels have made me. intent
on-studying-a degree fhat covers both Ancient and Modern history, as !bélieve the two tobe
inseparablé.in gaining a fuller understanding not only of our past, hut of How our past shapes

our present.

Extra curricular activities help to shape who | am. in my role” as presadent of History Society
I'have encouraged historical discussion within schiool as well as leading trips 1o lectures at
Londen Universities. { have also started a series of podcasts with a fellow student covering

an historical event for every year of the-20th century; we're only four years in, but have
personaliy resgarched and presented eon the formation of U.S Steeland the budding of the
Berlin-Baghdad railway. Duiside of historical interests, ! am.ctrrently directing my second
dramatic production - The History Boys ~ as ‘well as having appeared in several others.-
notably in a billowing blue. dress as the Dowager Lady Bracknall; my involvement in drama has:
given me greater team working skills and confidence. I have competed in public speaking ata
national level in front of several thousand people - being a finalist in the Jack Petchey

Speak Qutt Competition in 2012. |'am-alsc involved-in music at school, as |- have attained
grade 6 flute and play regutarly-in school orchestras and bands; the chal[enges of ‘attending
rehearsals both misical and theatrical has put my time management skills to the {est and
encouraged better organigation of my acadermic work and school life in deneral. Furthemmore,
time spent at'a soliditor's in Holborn and Snaresbrook Crown Court has developed my research
and analytical skills whilst convincing me riof to pursue faw. Te conclude, [ama hlghlyr
motivated and committed student, with a love of historical study, who wou!d thrive in the
rigorous academic environment of a university degree.




History (Oxford)

As a historian ! relish the contemplation of varied evolving viewpoints and forming my own
perspectives. After reading "History and The Historians” by John Warren | was made acutely
-aware that there is no empirical way of ihterpreting_an‘ event or period It History, or any

true consensus from historians. | was parficuiarly intrigued by Post Modérnism, which [ had
previously encountered in English Literature, the-concept that history is simply-a subjective
narrative and essentially a work of fiction, which cannct even be given a dagree of

reliability by language, itself being highly idiosyicratic, Althiough I disagree largely with

the assumptions made by post medernists, who would be content to rerider events such as the
Holocaust as "morally subjective”, I nevertheless enjoyed the critique of Western Imperialist
history, described as "Orientalism" by Edward Safd, a pioneer of the movernent, The attraction
of History is that it allows freedorn of thought, debate and is a dynamic academic study,

I am fascinated by the progression of ideas, ideologies and political movements; which often.
lead to-secial changes, affecting the narrative of global history. After reading "Chavs, The
-Demonization Of The Working Class" by Owen Jones, | became crifical of the victory of
Thatcherism, which challenged not only the social democratic post war consensus, but redefired
‘how the British class-system would operate ‘alongside m_cn_etarist-.ecqnomic policy. [ admired
this work as it r_eﬂect_e_d ‘an often-controversial view of modérn Britain, rejected by-the

current political establishment. The focal peint of the polémic study was the rolg of clags in
soclety and the deliberate denigration of the working class for poiitical ends, by both the
Cofisérvatives and New L.abour. The focus ‘upon-class as the maln determinant of palitical and
historical development, was in the vein of Marxist historiography. Although. | largely
appreciate this "economic base” view. of human behaviour, | am critical of the rejection of
sodial and culttiral factors, which. are essential {0 historical change. Hobsbawm shares a
similar analysis of Mandst teachings and his work "The Mew Century”, a synoptic overview of
major trends during'the last ceritury, masterfully draws iinks and similarities betwsen evenis
and'medes of t'h_o_ughh using class, culture and stience to'explain progress.

My passion for political ‘history has.influenced ‘my EPQ, entitled "To what extent did Attize’s
1945-51 government atfempt to revolutionise Britain?" |.explore the significance of Atilee's
reforthing ministry, seeking to answer whether Labiour truly did implement Sccialist policies
‘and fay the framework for a "New Jerusaler”. | concluded that Labour did indeed establish &
groundhreaking settlement, which was'achieved despite the context of debt, industrial decline
and-a waning Empire. n the words of Nye Bevan "Socialism is the language of priorifies” and
the NHS, welfare.state and Jegacy of full employment changed thelivés of working people fora
genetation. Despite class divisions remaining in place and & stale capitalist approach o
nationalisation, Labour fulfilled their commitment to the electorate.

Last year | carried out werk experience in Parliament.with' Simoen Hughes, deputy leader of the
Liberal Democrats. This furnished me with an awareness of the machinery at the heart of the -
-political system, the complexities of law making and history behmd our democracy Quiside:of
the syilabus’l have demonstiated a passion for history, bemg president of the schoal History
Society. As weli as leading my own presentations on topicés. lnciudmg_ the "Paris Commune. of
1871", | orgariise speakers, external talks {including the visit of d Cambridge Professor) and

afier’ schoo{ trips 10 lectures and museums, My role in Histery Sociely broadens my-own
historical awareriess s | can learn from my peers, exhibits leadership and |ngenwty of my
own, whilst crucially: helping to.share’ my own fervourfor the, subject with others.




Histery (Cambridge)

What really sparked my interest in History was listening o some of my family's stoties,
particufarly my great-grandmother's daring escape.from the Bolsheviks' massacre of her-family
in 1917. When in Yedr 6 we studied the Russian Revolution; it was therefore of endrmous
“interest to'me and really began my curiosity for, not only how History shapes the world we
live'in.on a large scale, but also who we are and where we.have come frd_m. One of my favourite
hooks when [ was younger was E.H. Gombrich's ‘A ittle History of the World', especiaily the
opinions-he held, as an Austrian, towards the Treaty of Versailles and Wilson's 'betrayaf’,

This was my first encounter with nor-British views of History and inspired me 16 look beyond
the textbook. | Hoped to achieve this through my school's History soclety, editing the

magazine and presenting talks on Napoleon It and S_pott-&;sﬁack[eton with & future talk on
Japan inthe pipeline. For both of these topics two distinct interpretations were given,

Brester in his hiography took-any opportunity o praise Napoleon |Ii whereas Bierman's-account-
‘was very critical’of Napoleon and his tise to power. Siiflarly Ranulph 'Flennes in his Scoit
bicgraphy counters modern convention, defending Scotf's ‘actions and decisions from personal
experiencﬁe. 1 am a keen supporter of the school's Classics énd Political Econamy Societies as
Political.and Anclent History-also appeal to me. | have recently completed a YASS course in
Archaeglogy which helped me 1o develop my understanding of ancient civilisations, something
have always found fascinating, and.opened up many new stimulating fields to me.

My study of thé Frehch Revolution was an incredibiy enjoyable aspéct-cf'ihe-A__S_ syllabus. Cur
detailed investigation of primary sources in particular was a new approach to History | found
very exciting. | am currently reading Erit: Hobsbawm's ‘Tha-Age-.of Revolution’ wh'?ch_ congiders.
‘e impact of the French {and the Industrial) Révolution not only in Europe-bu_f-in waorld
‘politics, culture and ideology. H provides a compelling argument for the revolution’s
importance and, by the revoiuti'on!js encouragement 6_1' similar British liberalism, complémeants:
our course on Gladstone and Dié.raeli; In bath these courses the different apprq_achés to
interpreting the pofitical and moral incentives behind the. sources and acts were of great
inferést to me. Even more fascinating however were the links created between the various
factors giving a giimpse into how ea‘bh event is totally reliant on a hilge afray of causes.

This reinforced my belief that to really understand the modern world, History is vital,

Through volunteering at the Horniman Museum, | help provide an interactive approach to History
for children {and oftert their parents taol), My aim is to get them involved in & subject that
has.absorbed. me for years and pass on my entfiusiasm. As a member of the Alr Training Corps |
have a strong sense of commitment, duty and-ieadership as well as an ability fo perform well
under-pressure. My communication has also been honed not only at-cadets, bt in drama; most
tecently in-a production.of 'Cur Gountry's Good': | have also shown comimitrent to music and
sport, working towards my-Grade 6 French Horn award and representing the school in squash, As:
Chaifman of the Sixth Form Council | am responsible for organising the leavers' event,

ensuring the__Six_tﬁ Form's faciiities are maintained and also providing a voice in:sehod!

affairs. This summer | completed a World Challenge expedition to Africa which was an

incredible experfence giving me an insight of tribal African culture. However i also taught

me huge independence and was.a truly inspirational month, # is something | am very eager 1o
repeat in the future,

Mairily, however, I hope o continue and further my passion for History in the coming years, a
passion which has capturgd my imaginaticn for almest haif my life.




HSPS (Cambridge)

Curled up on the sofa with a book called "Children Just Like Me' by A. and B, Kindersley'is
oné-of my earliest childhood rmemories. It showed real children living in wildly different
circumstances across the world-in‘terms comprehensible to'a child, filustrating their school,
home: and everyday life. This early pre_oc_cupafionwifh how others live developed info an
interest in 'inter'n_aﬁ_oﬁa_'lism, equity-and politics and eventually my choice of degree subject,

Studying the develépment of Bfitish demaocracy and the French Revolution at A level showed me
therecu_rﬁng theres and contrasts-in history-'a‘nd' their relevance to contemporary po'litics_.
Qut of a wish to understand more ahout the pracise positioning of the Labour Party and how
political philosophy can be translated into implementable policies | read Phillip Gould's 'The:
Unfinished Revolution': His analysis of the emergenice of New Labour reéveals the-difficulties
.of adapting 1o electoral opinion whilst maintaifing ideological contihufly and-Gonsistent’
soclal policy. 1 like mathematics and quantitative analysis and his qua_si;e'pid_emiol_ogical view
of shifts in support for political parties is intriguing. | closely examined a more particuiar
policy in my Extended Project Qualification about. asylum seeker c_iestituti'c_n-. Initl
investigated the diffic.iities faced by asylum seekers and the political challenges and.
ihtractable nature of the problem.

The different ideas people have about faimess and equality, and how individuals, communities
and-statesbrg'ariise .themsei'ves and interact with e_ach_.o'ther seem inherently interestingto me.
‘Exploring these issues, I read 'Justice' by Michae! Sardel, in whith he examiries the ways in
wilch mdrality aht-politics conngot and | Hecaiie interested in how different societies atfempt

to balance the tensions between individual freedoms and t"h_e:_comman_ good‘ In Barbara RDemick's
‘Nothing to Envy', set in North.Korea where personal freadoms are severely limited, [ began to
understand the fundaméntalimporfande of free spesch to potitics, internationai relations. and
_stab[’e societies, Chairing my séh_qo_l_'s Amnesty International group allowed me to further

develop ap interest in the notions of citizenship, equality and human rights. linitiated a
school.campaign for the confinuing involvement of women in.the Afghan Peace Process and hosted
arvinformation fight attended by representatives from Amnesty and legal organisation:Liberty,

| was then invited by the Foreign Office Mirister Alistair Burt to.attend & seminar.on the

issue,

Visiting my sister in Ecuador | witnessed the work of a.charity providing education for street
market ¢children and stayed with an indigénous tiibe of the Amazon rainforest along the River
Napa. This éxperience reinforced my awarengss of the wide variation of oppdriunities afforded
in different cultural contexts and inspired my wish o take a gap year. | have continued to
pursue. thess "inte"re'sts' by regularly attending lecturzs, including one by JM Severino at the
LSE on the international, social and economic.impacts of global policy. and changing
demographiics.

! enjoy reading widely around sodial issues, recently Libby Braoks 'Story of Ghildhood". |
have-gained woik e__xp_er'ie_nce at Matrix law chambers arid the House of Commons, cbiaining &
close-up view of the British judiciary and-political systerns. | he_[ped_produce my school.

history magazifie, participating in the Political Econorny. society, Culture Gommittes, Theatre
Society and drama productions, playing the ‘organ, ukulele and piano and singing in the choir. |
surf, sail, am a ba_ﬁtender at the Royal Opera House and have won a paid Intermnship at KPMG o
fund travelling to.South America to improve my Spanish.




HSPS {Cambridge)

Growing up in Lewisham has opened my eyes to a rangé of contentious-political and social
issues. Were the riots of 2011 a justified expression of politica! alisnation, or simply a
disregard for the law? Wiil the redevelopment of Lewisham fown centre help bring prosperity to.
the area; or drive out poorer residents-as a result-of gentrificationi? Polarising debates such

as thesé have fuelled my interest in politics, sociclogy and other social sciences, mativating

me to study a degree in which | can use multiple academic disciplines o fully explore the
complex issues we face today.

Studying the mass politicisation of urban workers in revolutionary France sparked my initial.
Interest in how democracies have déveloped across the world, prompting me to-read Lijphart's
‘Patterns of Democracy'. | found this comparative analysis-of different democratic states
extremely perceptive as:a-critique of majoritarian democraciés, thus affiming my ows belief

that fundamental changes are needed within-the British political systerm in order to address
issues such as the lack-of a representative vot'i_r!g system. Keen to examing the role played by
individual leaders; | read 'The Prince' and was struck by the relevance of Machiavelli's

‘analysis to poliical leaders.in Western democracies today, despite the historical drigins of

the fext. Forme, the electoral success of the Conservatives in 2015, following the punitive.
programme-of austerity pursued by David Cameron arid George:Osbarne, reinforeed Machiavelli's
‘betief that a crue! prince’ can still win the favour of his people.

Attending a Politics. Summer Schoo! with the Debate Chamber allowed me to examine social
issues, such as income inequality, from a political viéwpoint, highlighting the links between
palitics and othersocial sciendes. Wilkinson ahd Pickett's "The Spirit: Lével' offered me a
'soc':igi_og'ik_:a_I perspective on.how {h'ese iricreasing economic disparities exacerbate problems sudh
as crime and mentaliliness, white "Mind the Gap' by Mount presented convincing arguments as.
to How these nequalities reinforce the ideas of social classes within Britain - divisions

which | have seen manifest themsalves.in London through- education and housing. lndependerit
research has enabled me to.combine my growing interest in.sociclogy: WE{h_ ot'her'polit[cai and
econornic concepts. In my entry for the Royal Economic Society's essay competition | argued how
high levels of income irigquality hinder ecohomic growth, while |:am using my Extended Project
Qualification to explore the impact of social medid on the 2015 gensral election, discovering
that targeted advertising was particularly successful in aitracting voters.

In-my.role as co-president of my school's Political Economy society, | have helped promote’
student engagement with polifics, demonstrating my crganisational abilities by arranging:

weekly talks from both pupils and external speakers. Working in the offices of my local MP, as
well as carmpaigning in mulliple elections, has given me a.unique insight as to how politicians
and political parties operate, fuithering my knowledge of contemporary politics and British
demacracy. On top-of this, leaming to play-the celle and planc has improved my-
time-managemant skills, balancing extra-curricular activities alongside my studies.'l am also-

an active meémber of the Scout Association, serving as 2 Patrol Leader in my unit-at the World
Scout Jamborze in Japan in the summer of 2015. This éxperiénce. helped me to da'\;reiop: key
leadership qualities, while visifing the Hifoshima Peace Park during my trip highlighted the
i'mpoﬂance of giobai political coeperation to prevent conflict. .

As'| have bscome more politically and socially aware, my desire to fully explare -a_nd

understand the problems facing modern societies has grown rapidly. The opportunity fo-examine
these issues from'arange of perspectives.appeals to mé.on bothr a personal and academic levsl,
motivating me to study an intérdiscfplin_ar_y -'degree at. uri'iversity‘




Law (Oxford)

From the right to freedom to the right to privacy, the law is bothi & universal tool of
resolution, and an nstrument of change; this has awakened my sense of justice, and encouraged
my natural curiosity for the way in. which society interacts as a whole.

Whilst my interests focus predominanily on the-role of law in politics, | end'ea_vcur to eéxpand
my legal kh'owledgé"thrmjgh my-school's Law Society, of which | am currently the President.
Through discussions and presentations, as well as the inception. of our cross-cuiricular legal
journal, designed and edited by myself, the society's aim is to discover more about the
reélevance of the taw within current affairs. Over a recent discussion about defamation law,
ore isstie raised was the problem of free speech-becoming 2 civil liability, and under which
-cifcumstances censorship is necessary. | believe there Is no real boundary, and my interest in
questions regarding such moral absofutes is one that | am eager to cultivate-at a higher

Ievei..

My irterest in law is-augmented by a fascination with its sodial application. Helena Kennedy's
‘Eve was Framed"has opened my eyes {o the role of:women in law; this awareness has been
complemented by my research into Femin ljtihad, an organisation that seeks to improve the'
defence of women's rights in South Asian courts. In addition, the way in which cufture,

religion and the law affect women are concepts | have explored through my Extended Projedt, My
involvement in Amnesty Infernational has taught me the relevance of human rights on law; as.a
keen debater, I am canstantly inspired to anaiyse this through a range of different
perspectives, and have beén placed among the top four teams in the. Londbn Debate Chailenge..

During my time-in a barrister's chambers, working with clerks alerted me to the importarice of
organising cases prior to their présentation. Further time: spent witnessing afrial gave me.
‘insight into the investigative and rational qualities required of barfisters, similar to the

skills | have gained as-an economist and a mathematiciap. in addition, a week working in
litigation and commercial contracts highlighted the need for linguistic precision in the study

of law, something [-feel { have acquired through my-study of French and English. Uniting these
assets with my innate love of intellectual stimulation has served to advance my legal

aspirations.

My communication skills have been honed by my involvement in the London Academy of Music and.
Dramatic Arts, with whom i have gained a Grade 8 in Commiunications. and fiave ranked among the
top students in the country. Utilising these in.my role as the Marketing Director of a Young
Enterprise team has permitted e to express my opinions with clarity, invaluable in my role as

an Ambassador Prefect: Volunteering with St.-John Ambulance has alsorequired a high level of
discipfine, further reflected in my ongoing dedication to the arts; | am working towards Grada

81n flute, which | have played in several national orchestras. An integral part of my

extra-curricular life.is in my pursuit of Indian classical dance, which allows me to maintain

an element of my heritage and.a healthy appreciation for other culfures. The combination of my
Interests in so many-areas mirrors the diversity of the study of law.

My ideas on morality and pragmatism are consistently chaflenged by the evolutionary nature of
the law, and the resourcefll, yet logical nature of its manifestation, The notion of studying

law, therefore, is one that continues to exsite me as | look fo the future, both with the aim

of p'ractTc_i:ng as a barrister, and '_i'n using the faw as = catalyst for progression.




Law (C’am_brfd_ge}

Exciling.and perpetually evolving, Law has a greater impact on'society than any other subject
When considering the world around me, it is clear that everybody is affected by Law, and { am
looking forward io embarking on a challenging and rewarding caresr pat'h through the study of

Law at University.

Having read Glanville: Willizms' "Learning the Law", which | found informative and stimulating,
my desire to read Law was reinforced. Gaining an understanding of the English court system and
familiarising myself with legal terminology, exam techriiques and the research skills promoted

by the book will be invaluable to me throughout my studies. [ also enjoyed th case study
appreach of Barnard,-O'Sullivan and Virga's "What about Law?", and was very interestéd by the
legal judgments in the sections on Tort.and.the Law of Contract,

I was extremely privileged to undertake my'ﬁrs't work experiénce placement af Clifford Chance,
shadowing Helen Carty, a Partner at the firm. Following a session of initial training on the

IT systems, | was introduced to current cases being worked on inlitigation, Whilst at

‘Clifford Chande, | read through case notes and listened to ._conférénée calls with clients,

which provided me with valuable insight into the work of solicitors. | was also tasked with
researching and.produ_c’frjg a one-page summary on the international Griminal Court. At the end
of my placement, | was advised that:Ciifford Chance would welcome me back for further
training, and irivited to apply for their Vacation Scheme for Law sfudents in the second year

of th_eif degree. This will allow me {o put into practice the knowledge | have acquired whilst
study'ihg:-for_my Law degree, and | look foma'r_d to this with great anticipation.

i July, | enjoyed a rini-pugillage with 7 Bell Yard Chambers, Londen; observing a variety of-
Crown Gourt cases, and learning aboutthe distinet and different roles of solicitors and
barristers. My time in the courts was interesting and eye-opening and confirmed that-my
‘decision to enterthe legal profession is right for me. Reading Law at University will equip

me with the. subject knowledge prerequisite to a career in Law, and this will be supported by
the skills [ have developed in analysis and pioblera-soiving.

This year; | have been. able to successfully time-manage my A Level coursss and embark on a
Science module with The Cpeén University {completed and passed this Spring), and | have:
commenced the study of a second: For recreation, | enjoy walking and playing squash, finding
that these pastimes allow me to focus and concentrate on my studies-in addition to keeping me
fit.

I'am currently a Sixth Form Science Prefect; a position of responsibility which | take very
seriously. and always uphold to the best of my ability, This vear, my roles as a Prefect have
included helping to prepare an assembly, visiting 2 primary schoo! 1o assist the students Wifh
their learning, and teaching primary school grcﬁ_ps in-a Yeér 5 Maths and Seience day:

In summary, | am excited to be commencing my Law degree next year. | believe that as I
progress, | will be able to make an informed decision as to-how | shotild specialise and | look
forward to my journey of discovery at University.




Maths (Oxfordy

Mathematics is comimonty referred to as the language of the universe, Itis a discipline

required to understand.everything, friém the formation of black holes in spacsé to the clrrent
econontic climate. It is this underpinning of everything that drives my passion for

mathematics. One of my primary beliefs is that to.thoroughly-understand a {opic, you must:

first igarn‘the.principles. | hope-that.stadymg matheriatics to a dedree leve! will enabie me

to master the basics of a range of scientific disciplines,

My interest in‘maths began at a young age; andwas clear at. primary school. There, and across
the whole duration of my education, | achieved many certificates in all three levels of the

UKMT Maths Challenge, and was a member of the school's Maths Challenge team. Hav'ing gone i
‘secondary school a yéar early, | found that my interest was prapelled by the infroduction of

more advanced concepts.

My c_o__mmitme_nf fo ma’them__a’ti'cs_ 'a‘nd_my enthusiasm to undarstand the topics of maths has proved
itself through my ex’cellen_t-GCSE and.AS results, To embellish this  am kegn to broaden Yy
knowledge beyond-the curticulum. For instance, | learned about the basic concepts of matrices
in'my FP1 module and became very interested, so researched the topic. | watched a series of
lectures given at MIT by Prof. Strang, that} found:on the MIT Open Courseware website, 10
further my understanding. This presented me with: basic fopies of university level Linear

Algebra, such as Gaussian Elimination, Eigenvectors and Eigenvalues, | discovered that their
application is-crucial in.a wide scope of areas, ranging fram computfng_lc civil engineering

o busingss. Another-exampie, in my B1 module, | learned about the Simplex Method. Again, |
read more about the method, and found that this mathematical technique, developed by George
Dantzig, was used as amethod of optimising the effectiveness of rations. It is now widely

used i economies and finance. Through my explorations | observed that mathematics is a
‘science of @ boundless nature, somethirig | fifid fascinating and endearing about the field.
Studying Physics at A-Level has given me.a'wider-undersfan'din'g of the-applied uses of
mathernatics, as many of the subjects have a considerable basis in maths. Numerous formulae.
used in the.couirse can be derived mathematically, an activity | find engaging, Through
countless.practical experiments, Chemisiry has talght me the importance-of accuracy and
rigour, & skill vital in the subject field of Mathemaitids. | am-also extending my academic

work in Maths by attending STEP classes, and studying ari extra Further Maths mod ule, FP3.
Over the summer, | had.a week of work experience at ‘SpreadCo, a leading spread betting and CFD
trading company: There, | picked up some advanced IT skills related to.the Software
Development Life Cycle, ihclu’ding programming languages such as C#, Python and F#, and the use
of QA testing fechniques. [n addition, | learht how maths is a vital instrument for instant
calculations required 'by the trading market; ahd for modélling real world financial scenarios.
Quiside of my curricular stud ies, | play for my school's tst XV rug_by team. We receritly toured’
South America, glvirig me a much needed experience of different cultures. | am alsé a sofounder
of rriy schao) Maths Society, where we help fellow students broaden their mathematical horizons.
Last year { was a member of the year 12 Young Enterprise:team. All these acfivities have
provided me with important teamwork skills fhat will uridoubtedly be helpful not anly at

university, but also Iater-in my-career.

1.am enthusiastically and oplimistically determined to complete my undergraduate studies in
mathematics stuccessfully and hopefuily fo continue to postgraduate level, where advanced
research and challenges arg operi for me fo contribute in the scishos | enjoy moest,




‘Maths {Cambridge)

| have excelled at Maths since an early age-and have always found joy in finding haw hings
work: As Maths underping almost everything in modern society, the key to under'standing:
everything i Understanding Maths. | believethat studying i will prepare me for a wide

variety of potential careers. | find maths to be one of the. h‘u_stﬁinteres'ting and useful

subjects inexistence.and énjoy using it-to solve problems, both mathematical and otherwise.

1 was. appainted as a Maths Prefect, which allowed e the opportunity to assist the leamning of
others i the waekly maths dlinics; where | mostly aided other members of miy year group with
t'h_eir mathem_aiical studies. As a prefect |'also hélped with the school's Year 5 Maths and
Science Day, where I'was a co-ordinator for the maths carousel, i_eading- primary. students-and
co-ordinating my fellow prefects in their roles. { felt that my prefectire has aided both my
teart skills and leadership skills, as well as énhancing my mathematical skills through
{eaching others,

Amongst other books, I've particulariy learnt from the book ‘Chaos' by James Gleick. | found
this.supplemented my understanding of Chaos Theory, which | had gained from writing and
presenting my Higher Project on Chads the previous year. Reading 'Chaos" enlightened my
understanding of the reaims of mathematical and scientific reésearch and How they interact with
éach.other, as well as enhangihg in my understanding of Chaos Theory from the previous year.
Following this ! have written @ mathematical article for my school's academic jourhal

regarding the discoveries of Lorenz and His. contributions.tq Chaos 'Thecry. which was well
recelved. | am currently working on an extended project-on mathematical phitosophy, entitied
'Was Maths discovergd or invented?' Whilst this project js still under way, it has already
been-an informafive experiénce. into the thoughts behind maths gnd s role in the universe-
that | am enjoying discovering.

As a former Seout | achieved the Chief Scout's Gold Award, the highest badge of Scouting,
which required the farge amount of hard work and dedication that I-put into any project that |
underiake; be it academic.or not. This jed'to me aftending an Explorat Troop, through which |
gained accessio a Variety_-of- volunteering and ieadership opporiunities, as well as the
opportunity fo tiy many aciivities that | wolildn't have normally attempted, and these widened
my personal horizans,

| play the oboe, having recently-achieved Grade 5, and | regularly play in a wind band at the
‘borough's music centre. | feel that 'through_'p'laying the_'oboe [ am able to adapt tc new
situations (such as a new piece of music) quickly;a skilf that | find also transfers well

into mY acade_mTc-work-:-.I am able to._a_dapf and learn-new skills easily and can readily take to
difficult tasks.

In the UKMT Maths Challenge | have regularly come top of iy year group and, on three
occasions, school. |'have qualified for the first Clympiad round évery year that | have
attempted the challenge, [ befleve that this shows thy mathematical skill is of a High level. |
regularly-attend STEP and MAT classes in-order {o prepare for these additional examinations
and have thus far fouiid them to be enjoyable as they challenge.and extend beyond the A—L_ev_el'_
course. | help manage the $chool's Film Club, where | organise the scheduling for my fellow
leaders, My mathernaiical ability lends itself to this role, with the use of logical skills in

time tabling the use of cameras, and organisational skilis in the allocation of tasks at the
club's meetings.

}will attend z trip fo CERN in October that ! hope will help me to learn even more ahout
areas-of physics-{hat L enjoy. | ipok forward to being. able to see the frontier of sciéntific
discovery-in-action. | am excited for the challenges of studying at university and hopethat |
will gain experiences that will equip me well for the future,




Medicine (Oxford)

When we personalise disease; it becomes far more striking than considéring it on a scalé too
large to fathdm. it is inspiring that this-poignant nofion is mirrored in the fabric of the

NHS wheretindividualised healthcare is implemented on a-tass scale. My appreciation of the
body's complexities, in both its resilience and its frailty, metivates me to study séience and
the privilege of supporting people in 'difﬁpulty inspires me-10 pursue Medicine.

i find-the 'Why' questions of science; in a proximate and more recently in-an evolutionary’
sense, are most exoitin'g‘ and so | have been motivated to develop my interests bayond the AS.
syliabus. For instance, Why We Get Sick,’ discusses how evolutionary principles can inform
medical knowledge and practice. Here, my favourite. idea was the Trade-Off hypothiesis, which
-argues that many of the body's perceived flaws are in fact compromises made overtime, This
synergised well with further reading from StUde’n’t'BMJ.- which has deepened my interest in the
applications of science. Whilst researchirig breast cancer for my EPQ, | was fascinated to
leamn about the controversies of mammographic screening and the modalities of therapy in the
NHS: | also enjoyed reading "The Epigenetics Revolution,’ whers [ was interested to learn hiow
DNA methyfation is-a mechanism in gene repression, which is essential to cell differentiation.

t have recently begun an Open University module, 'Molecules, Medicines and Drugs,’ to explore
‘the biochemistry 6f such processes further, Having read mote widely, | realise how litile |
know but af the same:time [ relish the enormity of the. science that t am yet to encounter;

Whilst shadowing dostars in both primary and secondary care, | witnessed the reality of good
clinical practice. Communication skills were crucial in probing, informing. and s__uppor{ing:

patients whilst teamwaork, as evident in ‘multidisciplinary meetings, transcended the intljtions

of any orie doctor. Obsewing doctors evaluate risks versus. benefits before requesting
e_ndoécopies oF cofonary angiograms, shawed me how technology is used responsibly to inform
.diagnaoses, The distinction between obligation and compassion was also demonstrated to me when
the consultant spent time reassuring a particularly distressed patient with Parkinson's

disease. it was inspiring for me to witness 'and:-i't filustrated how the fole of a-doctor goes

beyond diagnosing and treating. Eager to understand how:neurological degerierative diseases
developed, | chose fo study Parkinson's disgase for my Biclegy AS report. | was inferasted to.
lgaim how a loss of dopaminergic nelrens affested mood as well as.movement, VdIUntee_ring atny
local hospital over seven months, where | fed and spoke o paﬁents_,_reveal_ed- fome that

‘medicine Is oftan about managing disease rather than curing it: | found it challenging to

engage patients but empathising with them and persevering nonetheless was gratifying.

In.addition to my studies | have immetsed myselfin many enjoyable.activities. As School
Captain | have sharpened my communication skifls by Iea'dihg_-and deiegating when organising
school events whereas as vice-president of Medics Society | have erjoyed a supportive role.
Having represented my school in both cricket and hasketball, | have leafhed the valus of
teamwork, Taking lead roles in school plays was a rewarding expérience because of the
intriguing charactérs | played. | aiso cherish the expaosure to a unigue musical cu'lture that
gainad in achieving distinction in my Grade 6 Karnatik Percussion practical and theory exams.

I'mi aware that medicine js.a ch_a_ii_enging profession, which requires considerable personal
sacriiice, but | feel | have fhe empathy, inferpersonal skills and desire to care for people
in order to succeed as & doctar. Above all, | can fulfil! ray passion for sclence in the social
“context -of'._servin__g not just individual patients but the community @tlarge.




‘Medicine {Cambridge)

Medicine is a multifaceted, dynamic field that | would liketo be part of. | am-an

enthusiastic learner and have essential 'quaii_'ﬁes-,_whigh when further developed, would make me
a responsible and worthy practitioner. The deep job satisfaction and commitment my parents
show to thelr medical careers has impacted an n;ie enormously and inspired me fo become a
doctor. The plethiora.of medical literature around the house is indicative of how continuous:
learning is ary integral part of being a doctor. This aspect, together with the empathetic.and
diagnostic roles of a doctor, appeal to my personality.

Qver the past'two years | was lucky-to gain placements in both primary arid secondary care,
which enhanced my understanding o_f applied sciences and further confirmed my resolve to study
medicine, Cumulatively, | observed and appreciated a wide range of essential interpersonal

skills, pertinent to the.practice of medicine.. Shadowing a GP, | was impressed by how the

doctor approached his patiénts and conducted his consultations. Listening and talking to a
patientin-a very holisticand familiar way showed that there was mutual trust and respect
between t_'hern.. My experience with a Breast Unft‘ highlighted how docters haveto be very skilful.
and able, in orderto recall from the thorough know_ledge of their specialism to apply fo

individual cases. This was very much demonstrated when i aitended fwo MOT meetings and the
diagnostic and prognostic clinics that foliowed. Care of a patient who needed replacemerit of
privately performed cosmetic irmplants erihanced niy understanding of the complex issues of NHS
funding. 'Anoth_er case ofa-lady who had returned after allernative canger therapy tested the
consultant's patisnce, knowledge and persuasive skills for her to agree fo conventional scans.

I have iearnt that all doctors, be it at 2’ GP surgery or hospital, require the same sk'il_ls of
passion.and commitment to patient ceritred care.

My time:at‘an IVF Unit'and @ Research'Oncology Unit émphasised the imporiance of new knowledge
T.!'_I the development of medicine. These placements'__'and atté_n_dance at twg medicine master classes
inspired me fo conduct my own personal research and contribute articles and presentations to
school journais arid societies. The togics | covéred were IVF, Herceptin Treatmient for Breast
Cancer and Passive Smioking, Theise projects greatly enhanced'my analytical reading and writing:
skills: | enjoy reading the :BMJ and pepular medical books such gs Do No Harm.and Bad Science.
| wais particularly impressed by the way Ben Goldacre critically scrutinises altemative

remedies, which highlighted the importance of evidetice-based medicine to me.

I'hold several positions of leadership at school, the miost responsible being Vice Captain of
School: Volunteering at a charity shap for nine months and my on going commitmant on &
hospital ward hags enrichied my cultural and social understanding. Having o mangge my time
positively and productively 1s chalienging but continues to be ener_gising arid motivating.
‘Accomplishing:the bronze and silver DofE awards-encouraged me to take on a bigger challenge.
My recent expedition as a research velunteer in the Peruvian Amazen taught me how to adjust
and adabt toan unfamitiar; demanding environment arid to work with team membérs with differing
temperaments. Playing in the schodl's rugby 1st team is both immense fun and therapautic,
Warking with others towards the same goal has impressed on me how collaborative-effort can be
very rewarding. My varied 'extra-c_urr_ic_u_l'ar activities enable me to think mors iaterally and
become.more competent and confident in-articulating my ideas.

My experiences sd- far have contributed towards my personal maturity and fnculcated in me the;
importance of'_'dilige_nce. dedication and_ _d_eten'ninafio'n. | .am passiohate about medicine. | have
confidence in my stamina and ability to rise to the demanding rigours of medical studies and
to'the socially responsible and accountable career that follows.




MFL (Gxford)

Languages and literature define the way ) think, speak and fegard the world around me. |
believe that they have greatly influenced my developmenit, both intellectually and emationally.

| feel that litsrature gives :mé a-second perspective and introduces.me to new ide‘as, which
enable me to undérstand the impértance of language and its role in life.

With a bilingual background, an East-meets-West upbringing in both south London and the Sri
Lankan hill country, it was only naturat that i should fall in love With language study. On

reading Baudelalire's "L'invitation au voyage,” | was struck by the ethereal nature of the
language but was puzzled by his grouping of the contrasting concepts of luxury - which excites,
the mind - and calm. Lullaby-fike, the tone sesmed metancholic because the world created is so
unreal. This left me wondering whethisr this reflectéd the disturbance of Baudélaire’s own

mind. 1.much preferred the peaceful poetry of Santa Teresa de Jesis, with "Nada. te turbe"
being particularly refreshing in iis simplicity-and depth of devotion.

What has surprised me is the _simi}ar'i_ty in styles across both languages. Literary styles often
transcend their time periods - Maupassant's comic tone in showing poverty in "Le vieux" shares:
many s_imi'la'r_ities' with Gabriel Gargia-Méarquez's humorous voice in *El coronel. no fiene quien

le escriba.” Both narrators use objects as key aspetls of the narrative - Maupassant uses the
unripe apple as a symbol of how poverty restricts the, Chisots from re'achin__g thedr full

petential - the wait for it fo ripen is akin o the wait for deathi. Marquez, in his

quintessentially Latin American syfabolism, uses the moth-eaten umbrella to represent Augustin,
and how the colonel's happy memories have faded over time.

A curiosity to find out more about French and.Spanish influences led. me-to explore Arabic
culture. | was shock_e‘d-by the depiction of Islamic women as weak in Driss Chraibi's “Le passé
simple”, and was frankly disgusted by the father figure. However, on occasion found

Chraibi's language and tone éxcessively harsh and detracting from the story itself. ihspired

by Moroccan Arabic culture, { ressarched "loan words" borrowed from Arabic, partictlarly in
Spanish, and ! was astounded by the relationship between lslamic colonisation and linguistic
-changes. | als.wrote the article "l.e Maroc- L'escroc qui'a volé mon coeur” for the Ofavian
Languages Journal.

Volunteering iri India has honed my cormmunicaticn skills, through working at an elders’ home,
ani ashram and teaching English to.underprivileged children. My exposure to Hindi made me
pender the links between Indo-European languages and fed to my Extended Project Qualification,
based on the:question "To what:exterit_'are'Sa_nskr'it- and Latin related?”

Through my internship at the Spanish newspaper El Ibérico; | greatly improved ry
coriversational Spanish. During & stint as a French and Spanish teaching assistant at tHe
inAword languages schodl in Chennai, | led short activities and-sipported the teachers, | also
joined the human rights organisation Redress as a volintaer translator. | am working towards
my Grade 6.in guitar, and trained in Indfan music and dance, founding an Indian music group..
At schoal, | founded the Modern Languages Society - where we discuss topics from cinema and
music to politics and history. | mentor two younger 'Ianguages students, and created g Tamil
language club.-Theésg activities led to my victories as Madern L'angu’ag_es-winner and overzll
winner at the National Student ofthe Year Awards. My role-as, Vice:Captain-of Scheol has also
encouraged me to develop a strong work ethic and good time management.

Hirtnly believe that every language | have studied has offered me & new vision, and | fee!
excited at the prospect.of further developing my wider perspectives. Undoubtedly, my study of
French and Spanish Fas shown me $0-many additional ways of exploration and s’e!f—ekpres_sion_,
and | hope | will continuieto find mora.




MFL {Oxford)

A profound desire to adopt the mindset of 'the native’ whenever abroad has naturally led me to
the study of language, for it is. my belief that in crder to ttuly comprehend a nation one must

first examine.its iinguistic.c‘on_x_;entions-. 'Wﬁet_her it is being able to identify when to use the

formal 'vouvoyer' rather than the informal "tutoyer' in French conversation; or even

understanding the vast disparity between written and spoken Czech, these-fundamental nuances
can profoundly affect both the'fong and the message of what is béing communicated,

H'aving atia_Ined a high level of proficiency in a range of European languages, | was esger to
engage myself.in Mi_ddis_e_ Eastern philosoph_y. Disheartened by the onslaught of negative media
representation of the Arab worid, I started to conduct my own resesrch into the intricaciés of
the region; however, | believe that in order fo fully appreciate a debate, ¥ is pararmount to

be knowledgeable about what is-said on both sides. #t is my hope that by acquiring language
skills in Arabic and Persian | will have access to a wealth of untapped’ f'esource's, too often
overlooked in mainstream news outlets. Discerning 'fhe-qverarc_hing_ national sentiment 'in these
countries is invaluable to gaining an understanding of how this shapes both the cultural and
political landscape,

| was particulariy struck by the rich depictions of Syrian and Jranian cudtures respectively

in Khaled Khalifa's 'In Praise of Hatred' and Christopher de Bellaigue's 'In the Rose Garden

of the Martyrs,' the former whose fiterary impact must surely be amplified. when read in the

original Arabic. Upon discovering an interview by Oriana Fallaci with Mohammad Reza Shah | was
intrigued by his Yiews on démocracy,'and his paradoxical attitudes fowards women in society
despite his apparently liberal efforts in the.'Engelab-e Sefid.'{ have also explored-Pérsian

cinema, where Asghar Farhadi's portrayai_s-of_-'do_me_stic life reveal a side of lrenian society

not often seen in the West, and | was impressed by how the diréctor Jafar Panahi defiss
government censorship in Taxi Tehran' ali the while framing.it in a highly imaginative

composition.

My previous independent study of languages. has included teaching myself the ‘Azbuka’ which
unlocked a plethora of Russian Ii_t_eratu_[e,-.and | have alsc explored Nonnregjan_, Serbian and
Catalan among others.as a stimidating intellectual exercise. A commiission foran article from

& Czech cultiral magazine inspired me to read David Abram's.‘Spell. of the Sensuous,' examining
how the shift from oral tradition towwittén culture has alienated ué- from the natural world

and radically changed our perceptions of daily life. This compelled me to re;evaluale'the
purpose of language, and | began to contemplate the wider implications.spoker ward'has in
dictating the very fabric of our warld through the evocation of the sénses, ideas | developed
further in iny study: of the Sapir-Whorf liypothesis.

Between now and the pew year | will 'be working and learning the rudiments of Persian while |
reapply o university, From January to April { will go to Spain to.work and improve my
Spanish; after this | will re-sitmy Spanish A level,

! believe that my fervent interest in the workings of languages paired with- an assiduous
approach 1o learning makes me suitable for this course, whilst exposing me te. different
worldviews that constantly challenge my perspeciives. In addition 1o offering me-the.
indispensable opportunity of living abroad, this degree would provide a platform for
fascinating _careér and biing a fresh insightto w_hichev_er-ﬁeld._it leads meto.




Music (Cambridge)

My earliest memory of music is playing piano duets with my Granddad even before | began
Jessons aged 5, which engaged me with music from an early age ‘and led to me taking up the.
piano, vielin and more recently the organ. Oneaspedt of music-making | enjoy regularly now is
orchestral playing. With the Lydian Orchestra |-performed Tchaikovsky's 5th Symphony which is-
‘néw one of my-favourite pieces because of the rich harmonies, elegant meladies and striking
climatic points, particularly in the last movement, Playing. thig work in a full orchestra was

very exciting and helped solidify thaf music is what | wa:nt-to-'pursue.. ltalso sparked an
interest in the music of Tchaikovsky restilting in me_e'xpioring his life and music further in
addition to my A-level studies, where | have the opportunity to analyse specific pieces in

more detail. | have found it very interesting looking-at how the different periods of music

reflect different styles and how music has developed through the ages. For example the way o
which Brahms writes for ipstrumients and hiow that differs to composers from earlier periods.
.such as Haydn or Holbiome:

Al a univarsity study day wé considered the question "Why should we care who composed a
work?, Through-discussions with other A-Level musicians, we eveliated the merils.of both
knowing and not-knowing the composer-of a pie__ce_'to be performed. Previously | had always
assumed the composer's i__déntit'_y was a vital factor when starting to prepare a performance;
however, by not 100kf_r_1_g _at_-the composer you can producé an original and personal performance
with no preconceived ideas.

Being the Organ Scholarat my. Church provides me with the opportunity to play regufarly. for
sérvices and | have gained an award in @ KCOA Organ festival. Further keyboard expetiences
includé sole, duet and orchestral performances, and a_cn_::ompahying._ As z violinist, | lead three

orchestras and am-a member of Kent County Youth, the National Scout and Guide Symphony and the

Lydian Orchestras. | dlso sing in several choifs and have been in the church choir for 9

years, As a member of the school Motet choirwe won the Barnardos Choir of the Year
Competition and were ﬁ_na_l_isl_s in the Songs. of Praise Chaif-of the.Yéar Competition. At school

| am a memberof & number.of choirs and have directed avocal ensembie.

During & week's work experience in tiie music department of a Prep Schoo! | accompanied pupils
in.a concert and assembly as well as observing class 'and peripatetic music lessons. This
showed me the role of music in education and gave me a broader idea of music's importance in
soclety. Playing music to residents-at a Gare Home and teaching piano ta young children have
also been really rewarding experiences which have shown me how music can transcend
generations:

By studying maths and sciences at A-Level | have developed problem-solving and analytical
skills which link into various parts of music. The logical patterns are similar to those found

in aispects of music such as chorale-harmonisation and these transferable skills have aided me
in my studies.

Aside from music | enjoy.playing sports; including tennis and netball, and volunteering at
Brownies. Achieving my Spors Léaders Level 1.Award and Bronze D of & has provided me with
opportunities for leadership and teamwork as have being a- Patro‘l'-l_ea_der in Guides, a subject
rnentor, a music prefact and a house music captain. Currently | am a Vice-Captain of the school
which provides experiences for developing org__anisat_ibn,. respensibility and public speaking.
‘Additionally | founded and am President of Experimenital Chemistry Society which helps yolnger
pupils improve their knowlédge in a fun, exciting way. .'

For me, being able to investigate 2 diverse range of styles and Inform.my-pwn pefformance_s.
through-my studies is an exciting prospect. | am keen to develop my understanding-and skills
as-a musician at ehiversity and | look forward to undertaking this'challenge. '




Music.{Cambridge}

Music isan art that inspires and drives me like no other. 1t has played a huge part in my
fife from my very first piano lesson o my most recent performances. | certainly wish to carry
on studying music-in the future.

| have a particular love of chdral music; which originates from my 5 years as a Chorister at
the Queen's Chapel of the Savoy - being Head Chorister for my final two..| have continued to.
develop this familiarity with sacred music by singing as a Choral Scholar at the Old Royal
Naval College Ghapel in my gap year. Along with the familiar fiturgy, singing in the National
Youth Choir has.enabled me-to diversify my répertoire to-include more contemporary Choral.
works. In particular, | found singing & new commissiof, 'Exile’ by Mark Simpson fascinating,
especially the oppoitunity to work with-a:living composer. Thiz allowed us-in the cholr to
convey everything that he wanted without speculation.or doubt, which made for a fantastic

premiere.

Moreover, singing MacMillan's ‘Lassie wad ye loe me', Schhittie's first Choir Concerto; 'O
pavelitel sushcheva fsevo' and similarly influenced works with the London Youtti Chamber Cheir
and Rodolfus Choir sparked my interested in the varied uses of folk tunes and ‘Gregorian chant
in pieces.of music. | am-éspecially engrogsed by their use within more complex works . For
example, my interest was pigued in discovering how Stravinsky modifies traditional Russian and
Lithuanian foll-songs o fit the strange and unsettiing moed of the 'Rite of Spring’.

Performing with early music.ensembles and sfudying with Simon Standage has Instilled within me
an intense intérést in Barogue Music, | have.exercised. this by writing Pastiche composiiions

in the Barogue style, including the_"'S—voi':;e Fugue that | subrhitied for my A lével Compasition.

1 feel that reading Fux's 'Gradus ad Parmassus' arid the Orpheus institute’s *Towards Tonality'

have helped me to understand the aspe¢ts of Baroque Music theory, enhancing the understanding
of harmony arid voice leading that | gained from studying Bach Chorale-harmony. The study of
counterpoint has beer enjoyable for me, learning about the imitative styles of the Renaissance
period as well as the more recent inferpretations of these old techniques by composers such as
Ligeti and Shostakovich.

Studying History has helped me to contextuatise thé writing of music, which greatly adds to
ite- poignancy. | am fascinated by how muchy Rap serves as-a reaction against widespread
discrimination and subjugation éf-African Americang. Indeed, Keyes hypothesises that the
emergence of Rap from Hip Hop - particularly the wark of ‘NWA' - was a reaction-of the
strongest kind against the Reagan administration's :abandonmént of civil rights and rhetorical
emphasis on 'real America for real Amertcans’. Indeed, 1 find that as these struggles have
continued, Rap has develtped as artists'such ag Kanye West explore new avenues for thelr
protest

t amrexcited by the prospect of new ventures, undertaking World Challenge and Duke of
E_d_inl_)urgh expeditions. | also took up the. organ recently, which' has enhanced my ability to
-Sight-read and score read. Studyin‘g' Music at University is an exciting prospect and one that
will certginly help me to conisofidate and imprave upon my Interest in Music and Musicianship.




Philosaphy & Psychology (Oxford)

Philosophy's heterodox nature appeals to me gréatly. | read Wiltgénstein and am totd that
there are no genuine problems‘_ in philosophy,.and yet | see him later retract the tenets of his
wark:.Godel shows me -sdme theorems -can't be proven; Van Imvagen suggests that we are-
cognitively incapable of solving the problem of free will, These disparate perspectives are
“what makes philosophy an exciting discipline. Psychalogy provides a ¢ounterpoint; not oniy. for
its practical implications in varied fields of philosophy, but-also for the way it challenges

us to ihirés@igate people and their nature in a wholly separate way. This intellectual

shallenge, of combining the. empirical with the hypothetical, draws me to studying these two
-Hubjects in conjunction.

My interestin philosophy-ofiginated ini a.desire to enrich my study of physics; so | read.

Ayer's 'Language, Truth and Logic', His-wiiting on emp_irical' hypotheses formed a- fundarnental
chalienge fo the infallibility of the scientific- method which propelled me towards studying
‘philosophy rather than physics. Aver's link with Wittgenstein led me {0 read Tejedor's

'Starting with Wittgenstein' which was a powerful infrgducticn to his thinking. The notion

that onie could discount causality on the basis of lahguage was impoging, but spurious; [ founid
“his discussion of private languages to be more considerad and rewarding, A Déebate Chamber
course in philosophy, undertaken to engage with other interested students; and Papineau's.
‘Philosophical Devices"introduced me to forinal logic. I'was then able to tackle-Roy Cook's
'Paradoxes', an expansive but detalled siudy of the logical paradox. Priest's Enclosure Schema
appe‘a'led to my desire for neatness and was convincing in'its identification of.a univérsal
circularity, Ancther in this series, 'Free' Will' by Campbell, followed on from classroom
discussion.on.the compatibility probiem: Though I'was impressed by Susan Woifs ‘Deep Self
View', for it seems compatible with-a lack.of uiltimate:sourcehoed and holds us moraliy
responsibie for cur actions, Robert Kane's quéstionable '‘Self Forming Actions’ made.me pohder
the implications of psychalogy in philosophy,

My exploration of psycholegy rekindled my interest in technology (which helpad my team win
second place in the national Design Ventura competition 2014), specifically within
neuroscience. My reading onlirie-had primarily foctised on social psychology and the development
of__a!_tcti]_sm n nature, 5o |- decided to read ‘Social Neuroscishce', ‘a collection of ‘essays
explering the conjunction between social psychology and neuroscience, The use of avent related
potentials and fMRI scanners in experimentation around in- and outgroup recognition, and the
implications o_'f.'th‘_i'_'s data on racial bias, provided a contemporary grounding for my research,
especially in the wake of police shootings in the US. The idéa that even thase who are
.explicitly inclusive could be affected by implicit bias has far-reaching moral implications.

Thig book inspired me ta jein the Cognitive Neurescience Society, which has exposéd me toa
woric_i of neuroscientific research into cognition. Valerie Tiberius' 'Moral Psychology - A
Contemporary lntrodugtion' and the Open University's 'In_tfqductio_n to Psychology' showed me a
broader range of psychological research and methodology, and convinced me of the. value of
‘'studying psychology alongside philosophy- probléms of petsonal identity, moral responsibiiity
and politicat theory are all permeated by psychology.

‘Qutside of academic life, { successiully aud [t_i'o_ned for the National Youth Theatre and
participated in their two week residential training course, which taught me valuable
‘communication and teamwork. skills which have helped me as a Year 7 prefect. [ ehjoy sailing
and rowing, and am keen fo pursue thesé at university. Music.is a passion-of mine and 'An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Music' by R.A, Sharpe has, as philosophy often does,

enhanced my appreciation of it.




Philosophy (Cambridge)

Contrary fo popuiar opinton, Philosophy is not, in B'!'ack_burn's-wor;_:is, “impraciical, unworldly,
weird", but is interssting to explore and felevant fo modem day discussion, For example, the.
concepts of free will and deteniinism have clear implications for the cfiminal justice systern.
If Hard Determinism holds. arid humans arée not responsible for their act’iun's, retribution is
irrelevant and- unfair; the nature of true justice changes. This kind .of practical, ethical

guestion _thai: challenges the assumptions of life fascinates me and is why | would like to
study.Philosophy at university. Rather than accepting or rejecting cencepis based solely on
face value, | try to evaluate arguments critically as they are presented..| have pursued this
interest in greater depth-by choosing to focus on human rights for my Extended Project and in
my role as ¢o-Chairperson of the Amnesty International Socisty. at school.

Last summer, | was inspired by three taster days on aspects of Philosophy (had ot previously
studied. Thie letture on Aesthetics talked about whether forgerias. have the same aesthetic
value as the original. Whereas some belfeve'that aesthatic value should he measured solely on
appearance, | belleve that Art is more-than this, Itis an expression, as Dutton says, of

hurnan “innovation and originality”. Forgery, however, is-an entirely different skill

invalving accurately reproducing subtle. characteﬁStibs of the artist and as such gannot be

judggd by the ‘same criteria.

| havé strengthened miy injerest in the history-of ideas by reading Bryan Magee's 'The. Story of
Philosophy'. The section ! found mostinteresting was onthe pre-Socratic Greeks who produced’
phenomenal idéas with fitlle i'n_fcinh_at_ion. I find the hypotheses of Thales and Anaximander
particularly rerharkable. They both argued scientific conclusions fhat were.astonishingly close

to what would not be proven for-over 2000 years. Following this trail of highly inﬂu'e‘ntiéi
developments from Thales to Newton is fascinating. '

As & result of teachin_g chifdren at my local church for the past five years, | have developed
my ability o communicaté complex ideas simply.and congisely. This was a skill | further
developed wiiilst paricipating in the Philosophy 4 Children schenie, asa méntor for year 7
pupils,

As a keen musician, | gained a Merit at Grade.8 on the clarinet and play in various bands and
orchestras. After my GCSEs | ran a 4 day music workshop for-a small group of 10 year olds, who
perforred their compositions to their year group at schoo!, This was not only enjoyable but
taudht mie how to consiruct and implement lesson plans, and to adapt them in uﬁexp’ected'
cirsumstances. I'have further devéloped my leadership and organisational skills through

leading & fortnightly. youth group at my local church.  have also enjoyed volunteering fdt my.

iocal library and wc:rkiri_g in a shop, both of which. have heipad me: devalop my inferpersonal

skills.

On-my gap year | plan fo gain work experience and then fravel across South-East Asid, spending
time particularly in China and Vietnam. | will use this year fo mature and to broaden my-
perspectives of the world; as well as my seélf-discipline-and independence before returninig to

dcademic.siudy.

| welcome: the qhal[e_nge o’f-university study, {n particular the opportunity o form-critical
judgements o the most important and relevant questions of our time




Physics {Oxfard)

Ast'rophysics explains our Universe by drawing on numerous dis‘c_:ibﬁnes, finding links: bétween
seemingly uriconnacted areas of science. While completing my EPQ on steliar nucleosynthesis, |
was fascinated to see how chemica!l catalysis explains the CNO cycle-of hydrogen burning in 2nd.
and 3rd generation stars, and how. m'inut_e nuclear reactions dictate the giant features of star
shiells, clusters a_n_d'g;i'laxies. Yet what [ find mast intfiguing a_bouf asironomy is how

constanily humblinig itis. The tenuous carbon production mechanism, calculated by Frad Hoyle
using the anthropic principle and proven by Willy Fowler, shows a resonance redction that is
solely responsible for the carbon in our bedies. If a similar process was invelved in oxygen
‘burning, we wouldn't exist at all, it's realisations like this that make astrophysics my '

favourite science.

During my work experience at the: Mullard Space Sdience Lab_ora'tor_y, | was part-of a team
designing the public outreach campaign for the:2021 SMILE space mission which will be.
conducted by the ESA and the CAS. We studied the sliccésses. of previous missions to develop a
multi-stage plan that the scientists could follow to engage the public with their mission. We

were so highly commended for this that we will perform follow up work on SMILE iri the future.
‘and | will earn-a Gold CREST Award, The Gaia mission team have requested.our help too. )
learist a great deal fram this week, furthering my-knowledge of real research technigues in
.astrophgsics, including how the Gaia telescope's photo-célls are arranged as well as how this.
can be used for varied measurements in its survey of the Milky Way, | constructed a 3D-imiodé)
of the Hyades cluster using Gaia data of stars' galactic velocities and learnt how to

calculate the size-and dénsities of Excplanets from the change in {uminosity caused by their
transit. This helped me appreciate the way scientists-gather information, how datais

transferred in bits and the limitations of data packaging and instrument sizé in missions tike
QB50. | also learnt about the process cﬁf__mis_sion app]i_cati_bn_s and how scienii_sts‘ have'tt.

taitor their misstons to public interest and space agency budgets, which gave me. insight |

hope to employ in a career in astraphysics.

i have sought fo deepen my scientific understanding both inside and outside the classroom., As
Presiderit of the school Astronomy and the:Natural Sgiences societies, | organise talks and
discussions and have given presentations on subjects including synesthiesia and the Fermf
Paradoy. | also led the compilation of the first of the Society's two termily journals. In
‘addition, ! worked on a miobile app on‘Pulsars for The Bill Bryson Prize for Science
Communication 2015, My app was placed in the top 100. | am the winner of the national Student.
.of the Year Award in the Seience and Engiﬁeerin‘g category for 2015,

As a-school Vice-Captain, | lead a prefect team 4o organise the schiool's societiss and

outreach -e{rentst_ as well as co-editing the school's Academic Journal, | have parficipated in
Dutch and Indian eXchanges due to my role as an infernational ambassador. | greatly enjoy
doing Karate and was awardedthe grade of 1st Kyu in Shotdkan Karate by the Head of the Karate
Union of Great Britain, I am now working to dchieve my next grade of & 1st Dan black belt
before I finish school. As.an Explorer Scout| went on an expedition fo Tanzania, where 1
managed our group’s budget and made connections with locals in the villages where we
distributed aid, taught in-schools and built & playground for the locat children, | am a keen
actor-and | was awarded full school colours for dramia inYear 11 for my Seven performances so
far.

| believe | have the capability and enthusiasm to study -as_trcphys_ic_s-af.a_higher level. | hope

that my.experience of discussing science through talks, writing andg technology will one day

'help_ me in. my -ambition to enrich’ people_s"-knowiedgé and love of science.




Physics (Oxford)

Physics was not my first love; in my early school years my desire was to become a
pal_aeo_htnlqgiSt. As such | worked c_iili_gen_tly' in science lessens gaining my first tastes of
physiés learning about volume, atoims and why thirigs float. These topics whetted my appetite
for the subject and this was bolstered by my mother teaching me further about the areas we'
learnt in school. As | progressed through: school | fell more in Jove with the subjsct, helped

by an inspirational teacker and many trips to the Science Museum and Royal Observatory,
Greenwich. { think that the breadth of understanding which can be derived from physics is the
maih reason why | am .so-enthralied by the subject. In what other discipline couid one leain of
the smallest building blocks of the quantum universe or the largest structures in the cosmos
and everything in between? This ali encompassing nature gives, for me, physics an edge over
all other areas of study. T also believe that, since Physics st_tjdies'the most basic properties

of the universe, it is the most rewarding: of the sciences. My enthusiasm for physics has led

1o e researching topics beyond the. éurricu!um, This has strengthened my ability to sclve:
problems withih the sgbject and to further my interest and encourage me o read even more
advanced materfal, | am currently working fowards an EPQ which has significantly furthered my
knowledge in the fields of particle physics and cosmalogy by focusing my reading on tothe
composition of dark matter, exploring neufrinos.as candidates. My extended reading has also
enabled me fo-successfully fun, as chairméan, the school Physics society. There is no-sutject
that | desire te study more at uhiversity and it is my ambition to be involved in physics both

at university and beyond. '

My capabilities in physics must trace back fo the fact that |- have always been & strong
mathefnaticia‘n.- Without maths, physics would not exist-in the form in which we understand it

as such | think it vital for a physicist to have a strong mathematical four;dati'on._ [ have

enjoyed maths. si'noei when | was young, l_found'{hat_l was very good at solving mathematical
problems. | represernited the school in the maths team challenge in year 8 and year 6 and was &
feserve for the senior tean as a year 12 student. In younger years | regularly had my answers,
to questions set, published in'the UKMT Problem Solving Journal. My backgroUnd"as & competent
mathematician hias helped me get to grips with.more fundamental physics than | would otherwise
have been ablé. | have attempted to-even further extend my mathemafical capabilities by
attending a university taster course In maths at Royal Holloway. The taster course extended my
mathematical skills and gave mée a taste.of university life. My-love. of solving problems within
physics misst surely. stem from my mathematical roots. '

Aside from my academic endeavours | am invalved in a number of extra-curricular activities.
Since first playing Eton Fives in year 7, { have been the top player in the year-and now hold
the role of Fives Captain which involves helping with the training of the younger players,
.supervising mafches and organising the recruitmeént of new studants. Not only does this role
teach me leadership and organisational skills but fo rhaintain the high cctana pace of the
sport at a highlevel requifes dedication. These skills | transfer to my subject work as well.
 also volunteer in a charity shop working every Saturday since August 2010. | work the shop
floor which requires good communicatiohal skills to deal with customers. | also feel that the
longevity of fny unpaid service at the shop demenstrates commitment, a quality which was also
important in teaching myself to play guitar. Being able fo manage school, volunteering and
sport shows that I can timetable effectively, a skill that is very important in higher

education. | therefore think that | would make a fine student af.a university.




PPE (Oxford)

In_recent.years | have considered fnyself fortunate to withess an exciting pericd of rapid

global change. From the. changmg political fandscape of Britaln, to-the rise of new econamic
powerhouses: the way societies function and interact fascinates me. This mtngue has created’
a desire o understand government, economies arid the principles which underpin them. PPE is &
course that brings together my passions and offers an unparalleled breadth of learning.

Palitics has long-been an interest of mine and [ regularly enjoy watching currént affairs and
political dlscussuon programmes. Recently after reading a series of articles by the Economist
columnist "Lexington" on the Republican 1 primaries | took an'interast in the developmg
extremism in the party, delivering a presentation on the subject to' my school's Political
Economy Saciety. Now as leader of this scgiety, | have led many other discussions on such
topical matters. | also take -an interéstin political history, Having read "The Federalist

Papers", | thought the arguments for unity against foreign subversion were somewhat outdated
in a post imperialist age although much of the arguments were surprisingly topical fo'the

ideas of greater federalisation in -Eu_rope teday.

Thoughi riot formally studied in-schocl, Philosophy is somithing | have found intriguing, My
first encounter-with the subject, aged 10, was "The 'Philosuphy Files”, 2 young reader's
introduction fo the topic, opening me up 1o new concepts and ways. of th:nkzng Since then |
have-read Simon Blackburn's "Think"; & broad. overview of key philosophers and ideas. | have
also enjoyed classics like "The Prifice”; though | felt somie of the ideas were happily no

'Eong:er' applicable In a modern context. Fram these | have developed an-ihte_rest in the id_éa_s.c:f-
morality and free will, issues [ hope o pursue further at university.

‘Both within and sutside my school studies-{ have found Economics to be a fascmafrng topic,
pariicularly the causes and consequences of- the 2008 financial crisis.. Michael Lewis' "The Big
Short”, gave an eniightening account of how investmeant banks were capable of misleading so
many. Along with some.time spent frj._unpaid work expérience at an inves'tmen't-ar_}ailysis‘ﬂ_fm, [
feel I have gained a greater uh'dtarstahding_ of financial institutions, Having read other
economics books supporiing free markets, | found Ha-Joon Chang's "23 things..." an interésting
counter-argument. Whilst | disagread with several ideas, like how free {rade is damagirig
developing nations and believed that there were limitations to the. evidence used, | thought

that some argumerits like those on excessive CEQ remunetation .and the problem of overly mobile

shareholders were more persyasive.

All these disciplines require. an abllity fo deconstruct arguments. | feel | have been

deveioping this and the ability to critically evaluate and ¢ learly communicate arguments, most
evidently as the leader of hoth my Sixth Form's Debating tearn and Bark-of England Target 2.0
team. | have further buiit on this in my Histary arid Economics A-levels through analysing
sources and developing my own lines of arguient.

Outside these intéerests | am proud to' hold the position of Vica Captain of school and amongst
many other respinsibitities am orgamsmg the school's charitable activities this yedr, | take
part in'a variety of sports; particularly Rugby and Baskeibarl_. 1 am a member of Bromley
Scouts and 1 am a Young Leader at my jocal tradp. This summer | comipleted a World Chailengs
expedition to Ecuador, Along wit_h the physical challenges faced it was an amazing cuitural
experience and gave me a first-hand ok a_t a developing nation. Through thesé involvarants |
feet | have developed strong leadership sind tearmnwork skills and feel a vatued member of my
school and wider comimunity, .

Inail't do 1 am a committed and hard working individual. | ain very excited at the prospect of.
pursuing rmy interests further and greatly iook forward to studying PPE at Uriversity.




PPE (Oxford)

The year 2000 was a significant one in many ways.and‘_far ma, one was my first politlcal
memory: tHe Bush/Gore US Presidential Election. Coming as it did just after two years spent
living in ‘Hong:Kong, the election cemented a realisation of the global scale of events. Early
'engagemen_f with politics has matured into a broader concafn with the moral and philesophical
dimensions of economic and political processes, léading me o want to study PPE as my degree.

Throughout my academic studies { have sought to further my understanding of economics,
politics and philosophy and their inter-relationships. Economics has been {o the forefront of

my studies, with History providing valuable context and analytical-skills. In particular,

siudying the French Revolutiot led me fo.consider the compatibility of iberty and equality. 1

have daveloped this thiefne into an EPQ paper examining the question: do Western governments
have a moral obligation to-reduce fincome inequai'it_y?

This exploration of inequality has providéd a focus for my reading. The utility principle from
Will's "Utilitarfanism' can be used to suggest th’at'ineq_uali.ty’r is ethically unsound if it

leads to society as a whole suffering. Machiavelli's reafism in “The Prince’ argues that,
where a social ill is. 50 severs that it tends. towards unrest.and instability, it should not be
pursued. While his parspective is valuable in establishing that the harshest realist would
gonsider acute ineguality harmful, ! believe Machiavelli's criteria too extréme in a modern
democratic state: Taking an econamic approach o inequality, reduced ‘social cohesion and
unsus_tai'nab_[é- eco_nohqic-devébpment are identified as conseguences of inequalities in _Coyie's
“The Ec_;dnomics of Enough’, where she strésses that social capital is esgential for g
functioning econamy. White Goyle is tentative-in her policy suggestions, Stiglitz, in his-"The
Price of (nequality’, argues.forcefully that growth is stifled when inequality is greatest,

and convincingly advocates the duty of the state o temper the market and produce more
-equitable resuits. In contrast, Melizer, in ‘Why Capitalism?', regards the state as:
inefficient and regulation as cerfain fo fail, a view | find defeatist.

In-addition to exploring théories, | have gained practical experience of my interests. [ heard
both Stiglitz and Coyle speak at the LSE, as well'as M. Moscovic, the French Finance
Mihisten His tafk helped me understand 'the'compl'exity of ‘gsanomic governance, with plans for
fiscal adjustment, econamic rebalancing,. greater Eurczone integration and solidarity. { also
aird to undérstand centr.él_ barking through a forthcoming lecture by Mervyn King, especially as
1'am a part of my school's Bank of England "Target 2.0' feam. Visits to Parliament, Congress
and the UN highlighted the adversarial, rather than consensual, nature.of British politics, in
-cqn{ras_t to the inspiring surroundings of Westminster.

Mindfu! of the Renaissance ideal of the Universal Man, | have also sought to foster the more.
creative aspects. of my character. [ enjoy speaking in the school Political Economy Society,
debating team; and.tiave been awarded best individual spedker prize at my borough Mode! UN.
Music is an active interest arid studying French hom to Grade 8 has offered 'opporlunities to
play with school and borough groups, p_er'forming al celebrated concert venues infhe UK and
Europe. Involvement in drama and sport, incliiding participation in the Fives nationals, has
‘also fostered a more rounded outiook. This:polymath ideal applies fo my ‘chosen degree with its
interdisciplinary rigour.. Individually, politics, philasophy and sconomics are crucial areas

of study, butitis in cdmbinatioh_that-:they provide‘ the most powerful insights info the

complex events in the world around us.



